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Savage end Bevill. 


Bevil..  "N Ome, Sir, you ſhall 'not 
put! me off, we- have 
? time enough, and: I'll 
know what you have to ſay againſt Mr 
Collier's Defence, If his Short View di(- 
pleas'd you, this laſt Book ſure will haye 
a better fortune 5 it: has not been pub- 
hſh'd - above a Fortnightand we are al- 
ready threatned with a ſecond Edition. 
Sev. It may beſo, and his argument 
not - one 'jot the ſtronger. 1 have 
known. an pear gee porymg _ 
Impreſtions, lole as m F 
fourth, as it | hr Bookſellers by the 
other three z but this is little to the 


(Re The Stationer often makes 
is advantage of the weakneſs of the 
people, yet time and good information 

B ve 


have at laſt been fatal to his Tnte- 


[gran on 


Bev. AY AY, 
weakneſs of ti 

the Bonklew 

your Own, or your Friends Writings. 
are —condernn' the preſent time, 
you put us off to tuturity. Truth, I 
know not why we ſhould not judge as 
well as our Children- 

$av. Your Children will be impartial 
and biaſs'd by no faction ; not Mr 
Collier's Book been y a nu- 
rxrous Party,” the fallacy of his argu- 
ment had appear'd long e're this. 

Bev. Prithee who has Mr Collier to 
ſupport, him? and what could have 
raid him ſuch a CharaQter, if his 
Cauſe had not _ good, _ __ 
legations againſt the Stage JA ou 
Know: how bib Seſbermng ot rendred 
him obnoxious to the Kingdom, yet he 
has worn off the prejudice people had 

inſt him, by his generous underta- 
king, - to reform our pleaſures, and per- 
forming it with ſo much wit and judg- 
mene 


Sev. There were ſeveral men of ſenſe 
that once lik'd- the deſign and his ma- 
: nagement, 


curiouſly, 


dſp with bs Short View as m 
ſelf. The Defence can't 1 ws 
lhowg trplons to pleaſe as his firſt Book, 

was a Quarrel with Vice , and that 


only with thoſe who attacke him- 
Whatever his firſt aim was, his ſecond 
is, I'm lore, liable to exception z and 
we may ſpeak on't the more freely, be- 
cauſe 'ris not to vindicate the Immora- 

lity of the $ bat the Merit of thoſe 
who write for't, when they really de- 
ſerve well from us 

Bev. You would be Mr---s Cham- 
pron, and defend his Farces againſt 

Collier, and all that oppoſe him. 

Sev. No, not againſt all that oppoſe 
him, 'twould be difficult to any 
who admire his Plays, and I am't wil- 
ling to ſet my (elf in oppoſition to the 
whole World. 

Bev. Then Mr Collier was in the 
right to make hjs remarks on him. 

Sev. The world , perhaps, are in 
the right not to admure that Gentle- 
man as a Comick Wit, but Mr Collier 

B 2 ſhew'sd 


\ubjet "ke created n he __ enter'd 
the Liſt with Mr ——— She bv 
is teady to-give him'op to his, reſent- 
ments, hoe be oblig'd to | hints, -if 
he will undertake' his no body effe 
hind? wotth their while, to make” him 


alhan'd of his Scriptions. 
Bed. He, took Sir. E 
_ Sev. So did who in time has 


found" out what his Ems was wy 
capable of, and confefles by his 

dice, that nature defign'd es 
tor a Taylor than a Poet. 

Bev. Well, what have you to ſay to 
the Relapſer > has.not Mr Collier ſhew'd 
himſelf a nice Critick on 'that, Author, 
and expos'd his Poetry more than his 
Morals.  . - 

Sa.” He has found out indeed" that 
his Play ſhould not” have been catfd 
the Relapſe, dec Lovelace and A- 
manda are perſons ot  Inferiour confidera- 
_ He tor gx ſure, ot this was de- 

n'd , as at Lovet 1a 

To , where wy" te perſons are the 


cop CharaQters 'in the Play, and 
haps he has miſtaken” both the able 
and the' Moral. Why mayn't the Fa- 


ble 


MES 5 equllbian 3" the 


VYVitk 


oF 


. ids on the St = 
ble be a contianation ofthat in the Foo! 
in Faſbion, where Lovelace and Aman- 
da are the chief of the intrigue,and the 
moral: be to ſhew, That wher perſons 
venture too much on the ſincerity of their 
, converſion, and fly too preſumptuouſly into 
temptation, they expoſe themſelves to the 

we ſee Lovelace in, and their 
Wives to a Revenge which the ſtrongeſt 
Virtue is only a Guard againſt. This 
1s the moſt reaſonable, as well as fa- 
vourable Examen can be made of the 
Fable and Moral. Towng Faſhion, 'tis 
trace, employs a t part of the Plot, 
and breaks the Unity of Aion, bur 
that's all. 

Bev. And enough of Conſcience, 
grant that you allow what Mr Collier 
{ays- 

Szv. Nat at all- He has examin'd 
the Play according to his opinions, gi- 
ven a Fable and a Moral to an ' Aion, 
which 1s ouly . an irregular epiſode of 
one more Important, and runs out on 
this into ſeveral heads againſt the Au- 
thors Condut&, which his Friends can't 
think a fair way of arguing ; for his 
Fable and Moral are not the Fable 
and Moral the Relapſer delign'd , 

. B 3 ang 


WE '* "Ds. | | 
and Mr Goldier is anfwvern- 
ble for br what is worke... - 

Bev. Are not the Unities broken ? 
broken, and the Author never the worſe 
Chriſtian. I hope the Divine. will 
nat for his own ſake make it 8 
fin not to be a Critick. What had 
Mr Collier to do with the Unines ,, 
his buſmeſs was _ the  Mordl ., 
he miſtook it wiltully or ignorantly', 
and the ſentence he paſles on the / 
lapſe, is of courſe I. Nor (to 
_ the Law R_ ſhould the 
Readers, who are the 
Judgment where there is Fergie 
the Indidtment, and that mach more 
conſiderable than a M:ſmommer. 

Bev 1 ſee you will never agree with 
the publick, nor approve any one'that 
has not got his reputation by the afiiſt- 
ance and recommendation of.the Wits 
in Convent Garden. Had Mr Collier 
rail'd at their Lewdneſs, and tet their 
Wit alone, his Adverſarics would not 
have reſented it, but their Poetry muſt 
not be toucht. You, I perceive, are of 
their opmion, and can't bear that an 
Interloper in Criticiſm ſhou'd make ſuch 
 *difcoveries. 6 Sav. 


=- 


which a tnan 
of; andrhat he has faid - 
againſt him in that Book and the De- 
Fence is groundlefs and malicious. 
| Bev. What are there no Profanenefy 
and Immorality in his Plays, no'abefſe 
of Quality, nor favlts in Decency;, to 
| Nonſence, nor Extravagancies, which 
a man of Wire, good Senſe and Leamn- 
ing ought not to have 457 oo 
Srv. We have very few men of ſenſe 
that have not in ſome meaſure or other 
® been gvilry of all theſe accuſations, the 
humour of the Age has tempted too 
many of 'em to pleaſe it fometnnes 
againſt their Judgments, and perhaps 
B 4 their 


right, he or his accuſer. 
Bev. If you leave it to the world to 

e between... 'em; -I know what will 
ug rourdon.o! Scafe and Learn- 
ing.” 

Sav.. It may. be > you will find yourſelf 
iniſtaken, My Cofer will not have ſo.ma- 
Fad Advocates for his Defence as he had, 
for his Short View, and. Mr Congreve has 
diverted, the Age too much to fear they 
will not hear what he ſays for himſelf 
His, Adyerfary to make it a perſo; 
nal Quarrel : ncy'd that if he ſtuck 
cloſe to his firſt Principles, he mighe 
not. be:able to encounter a perſon who 
had fo long been the favourite of, the 
Town... And therefore as often as it 
lies in ; his way, he has ſtruck at 
oy Man, his Morals, ; and Underſtand- 


oy Sure he has ſaid nothing ot-him 
which he could not lind in his Wri 


Sou, 


errors ; but where's the proof ? 

Sv. Here, I have his Books by me, 
His Short View, and the Defence, and if 
I thought it would not tire you , we 
would examine the laſt together. 

Bew--/No fear of that, Sir. 5 ap 

Srv. The Controyerlie, 'tis true, be- 
gins to draw towards an end, and thoſe 
of both Parties, who were at firſt moſt 
warm for-or againſt the Theatre begin 
to cool. 

Bev. The Play-houſes don't find it 
ſo, their Audiences leflen. apace, and 
their Whims can hardly draw Compa- 
ny I, 4 to pay their Charges, 

Sav. Their Whims have done 'em 
more hurt than Mr Co/lier's argument. 
| Bev. 


Def. p. 2 


what he has fad, or can ſay on 
#&. | Come , before terill- do-eime 
tO pa _——— great way thro 


his laſt Book, we 


no notice 'of 


the firſt, but as we can't well avoid it. 


If you read it; I'll you where I 
have any thing to 
Bev. Agrecd. Had theſe obwoxious 


KAage. 


peſſages lain hid- in a Learned Law- 
. 1 perceive' Mr Colliers Con- 


ſcience had not been troubled, - had the 
Smt been in Latir. He ſuppoſes (and 
conſidering his Ceremony is very Civil to 
the Age) that no body then world 
have underſtood 'em bur himſelf. He 
is a little too covetous of what he-- 
rails at ſo much. Certainly Profane- 
neſs and Obſcenity arc as guilty in one 
Language as another. But Mr Collier 
ieems fo fond of thoſe Paſſages, that 
he would have none ſhare in 'en} but 


himſelf, could he help it. 


Bev 


Bev. This is Malice, he tells yon, GeDef p. 2. 
would rather uncham the Tyger in Bar- _ 
"Ge. Yes, and I'm oblig'd to him for 
his , and that expreſſion 
of dijobliging the Paper a line or two 


wer. 

Beu, But fonce the Reader ts direited 
to the Evidence, he may diſappoint 'em in 
this evaſion if he pleaſes. 
- Sav. That 1s, if he'll read and un- 
defſtand 'em as he meets with 'em, or 
as Mr Collier did : And not read a Pagep, ,, 
for'a Period, but to take his Liberry 
and argue witha Queſtion. Are there 
not ſome paſſages which depend entire- 
ty on what went before 'em, and on the 
'Character of the perſons who 
'em? How can a man judge of the 
thing bat by the Character? and all that 
ever writ have made the perſons they 
introduce, ſpeak according to their 
Charafters. Has not Milton in the beſk 
and moſt Religious Poem that has been 
writ ſince our Saviours days, made his 
Devil ſay of God Almighty ? | 


Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of 
Heaven, 
And 


'12 


View p. 


| Reflexions on the Sage. 
And who, that ſhould light on this 
Verſe, would not think Author 
guilty of horrid Blaſp ; unleſs he 
read what went before, and confider 'd 
who fpoke it.MrCollier ſays,that mo pre- 
tence ofCharaFer or Puniſhment ,conld juſts- 
HProfaneſneſs on theStage, and by. his ar- 
guments againſt treating ſomeBlockheads 
of note like what they are, or ſhewing a 
lewd Fellow as he is ridiculous,one may 
be ſure he meant that ſuch CharaQers 
ought not to be expos'd. But Pere 
Boſs is quite of another Opinion, I 
have his Book before me, and Ill read 


you his own words, which you ſhall 


have tranſlated if you can't perfedtly . 
underſtand 'em. He is talking of the 
juſtrteſs of CharaGter ; 'tis true, his 


tubj& is Epick Poetry, but this part 


of the Chapter relates to Character in 


'all Poetry ; and he is known to have 
been a good Man, as well as a great 
:Judge, and the graveſt and moraleſt 


Critick, that has treated on this affair. 
Ce que nous diſons ici n'eſt pas pour Ex- 
clure du Poeme ce que La Morale Con- 


danine, Un Pogte ne doit Jamais donner 


\ de manvais Examples mais il y a bien da 


la difference entre nn maruars Example 


0 Ws my 
"PR 
: k Lb %. 


& LExemple d' une manvais e ation au 
d une manviiſe e perſonne. Les Licdddmo- 
niens ne _pretendorent point donner de mu 
vais Examples a Lens enfans quand potr 
Les elvigner deL'yororterie ils Lexr metto- 
ext devant Les-Tenx, = —_ quils 
1ſoiemt tuyorer e e c agent 
f wr Les. hr Foe . des 
Mezences,comme detUlyſſcs, & des Fneer. 
Il pent repreſenter La prodig uite, '&- L 
avarice' comme La Liberalite &- Le feſt 
economie d un bon menager & d'un hone- 
te Bourgeois. Mais quoi qu il faſſe. On 
pour la Vertuou Ir le Vice, on pour 
quelque qualite indifferente il doit an moins 
avoir ce qu'il fait, non Seulement parce 
qu'il Ini eft hontenux de Fignorer mats parce 
we cette connoiſſance Le fait agir ae? 
eee plus de juſteſſe. Which is in 
Engliſh, as near as I can render jt. What 
we have ſaid is not to exclude every 
thing out of a Poem which: Morality 
Condemns. A Poet ought not to give 
ill Examples ; but there's a great deal 
of difference between an ill Example, 
and the Example of an ill Action or an 
Il Perſon. The Lacedemonians did not 
intend to give their Children ill Exam- 
ples, when they ſet their Slaves whom 
they 


65, 


Canin and Avarice, as Law- 


View. p. 


tully as Liberality, and the juſt aeeo- 
nomy of a ar an horeſt 
Citizen. But whatever he does, whe- 
ther for Virtue or Vice, or any other 
indifferent quality, he muſt know what 
he is about, not only becauſe 'ris ſcan- 
dalous for him not to know it, but be- 
cauſe this knowledge will make him 
manage himſelf with much more jaſt- 
neſs. Thys we ſee Boſſi would not 
have been diſpleas'd with Dorax's Rant 
in. Don Sebaſtion. 


Shall I truſt Heavens 
With my revenge, then where's my ſatis» 
uGion e 
0,it uſt be my own, I ſcorn « Proxy, 


He would have confider'd this Bully 
Was a Renegado and a Mezentins in 
point of Principles, tho this is not fe 
cu as what that Atheiſt ſays.in 
the laſt Moment of his Life. W: 
ec 


— neevTe nl O11; 


Ne Ine he 
fo 4 Vir, ET 


This Jodicious Crirck, tho a Chriſtian 
and'a Divine, is not ſo ſcrupulous as 
to-throw-. ſuch lines as theſe out of a 
Poem, When he knows the Character 
of the man that ſpake 'em. Manuel in 
the Mourning Bride is a wicked Prince, 
and as Mr Collier ſays, ſwaggers in theſe 
Heroick lines. 


Better for him to tempt the rage of 


And wrench the Bolt red hiſſing fhom D** p-15- 


t [oor 
Of him that Thunders, than but think 


ſuch Inſolence, 
Tis daring for a God. 


But Boſſk wou'd have excus'd this Sally 
when he found him puniſh'd 3 "us true, 
'tis not immediately for this, but 'tis 
for his Crimes in general, and his Luſt 
and. Pride being two of the greateſt, 
our Adverſary ought not to have im- 
puted 


quoted - from the. Stage 
none -ever - pretended '/to i Fes 
for Profanenels. We may have occa- 
_ to ſay more on this matter hereal- 
ter.” - So pray read on. | 

"Bev. The profane part tho bolder and 
more: 

+ Sev. Why not more bold and :more 
black, - or bolder and blacker ? but. this 
1s nothing, here's a Sentence, which for 
its Eloquence can _ be matche in 
Cicero, Sometimes t ofane part is 
2 Picture, then a a , thenan Ad- 
verfary, and then a Diſcale, and in the 
compaſs of five lines Mr Collier is both 
a Painter and a Judge, a Champion 
and a Phyſician. 

Bev. Yourmay underſtand his mean- 
in 

= [t muſt be as the Proverb ſays 
then. 

Bev. For which I have ſaid that Fon- 
dlewife's, &c. is 4fit of buffoonry. 

$zv. To \ay this of a Charader is 
certainly of the Author: in Mr: Colier's 
way of expretiing himſelf. He pls 

ot 


is ſo ſcandalouſly Smnity and Profane. 
Heh he may be excusd- for breach 
of manners, becauſe he ſpeaks it of 
* Fondlewife, and not the Author. Why 
then won't he excuſe the: Aughor's/fa- 
miliarity. with Quality in other plages ; 
ſince he does not deſign to affront the 
CharaQter, but to expoſe Folly and Ex- 
travagance. 

Bev. But which way do T call 'em Def. p.4. 
Slaves Why, becauſe they were free. ' * 

Sev. This is wond and worthy: :6. 
the arguments which follow: Ir liber- 
ty then always faſined to a Chain, and fa- 
miliarity 4 proof of ſervitude. He puns 
on his own words, and then ni 
on his pun : A very extraordinary way 
en FE, maining inſlanc 

. His re m e from myP.16. 
Preface is much like this. f i 
. His words are, theſe wen ſure 

(having nam'd = Stage Pocts jaſ 


View. 


| text. 


ef. p. 8. 


ing z- and 'a_lirels Tarther, 
I Lorrie oof en Aon 
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ſt now how 
by dead | TY- bd 
151 was, ah 
how/juſt his anſwers were to the others, 
aud, thus make a judgment of his ex- 
tream Ceremony. | 
Bev. Railing is an unchriſtian Te- 


Sev. Nr Collier calls every thing 
that's againſt him railing, - 44d bad 
snputations. But fſatisfy'd with his 
own ſufficiency, ' he's not in the leaſt 
diſturb'd with 'em, and at once con- 
dermris 'em all as without colour or 
truth, The ſeverity he has been treat- 
ed with, was what his own ill Lan- 
guage provok'd; and he ſhould not 

blam'd fych a way of anſwer- 
ing Books, unlels he had us'd another 
in the defence. | 

Bev. But granting Mr Congreve his 

ON. 
- Sev, Which every one is ready to 
allow, except our adverſary, who will 
make Arsflole as well as our Poets 
ſpeak what he pleaſes. He affirms the 
6 tran- 
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Y |. ens ing his 
conſtruQion a little after from Ariflotle 


as well the other way ; that is, if 

tle, whether he will or no, ſoall ſay 
what Mr Collier would have him , 
which neither Ariſtotle, nor his Inter- 
preters, nor the Criticks who have writ 
after him ever intended. Comedy is 
ah Imitation of the worſt ſort of peo- 
ple, and the Vulgar being moſt hable 
to ert, they are the fitteſt ſubjects for 
the Poet; but when Quality level 
thetnſelves with the Vulgar, by bein 


guilty of the ſame Vices, they c 
themſelves to the ſame Satyr. Come- 
oy cpr prvcs _ ro of the 

uifles, while they main- 
CE Dignity, but when 
they fall from . it, and to the 
weakneſles of the multitude, ſhe thinks 
they are lawful Prize, and may freely 
make uſe of 'em. This Mr Collier very 
generouſly allows : For, he ſays, graut- 


ng Mr Congreve's definition, Covetouſ-p_,. 


neſs, Profuſion, ous pion; well 
Ma- 


be the common, as the worſt ſart Det: p. 7. 


bumfelf, but zerd 745cs — | 
jho-Det y 


o 
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manag'd might poſſibly do, O_ > 
that he hin all _— aim'd  at' the de+ 
ſ{traon of the Stage in general, --and 
proving by 1 know not what ſenſe-of 
Antiquity that it t not to. be ſuf- 
ter'd under-any tz0n- - Thus we 
ſee Mr Congreve's firſt * wc is far 
from being talſe in the Gererdlity ſlated 
by him. *» | 

Bev. I never thought you would de- 
fend Mr Congreve's Poſtnlata. 

Sav. He defir'd thoſe who wou'd not 
allow 'emto forbear reading his Amend- 
ments, they were laid down with ſuch 
caution, and us'd fo ſeldom, that 'thad 
been barbarous to deny him ſo ſmall a 
requeſt, which indeed was but Juſtice. 
His adverſary has ſhewn that you ſhall 

nothing of him without hard 
lows. Well, let's go on with him. 

Bev. I can't but take notice” of his Jay- 
wg that the brſineſs of "Comedy is to De- 
light as well as to In 4 | = Op 
as mich by as well he is na Poruig 

/ Sav. How if he does/ not mean as 
amch by a» well who is miſtaken then ? 
I doubt a Gentleman: in whom 'tis no 
new _ to miſtake. . Mr Congreve 
ſays a little after, that // zrer are to be 
laugh'd 


= 
- 


wieht be at once warn'd and diverted at Amend. p* | 
ry expence. "He puts the Inſtruction #- 


_ firſt, and when he ſays, fools are to be 

at, 'tis to make 'em 'd of their 

tr. The reproof is the end. How- 

ever, all ſorts of Poetry ought to pleaſe, 
as Horace tells us, 


Ez prodeſſeas Volunt & deleGare Poctes, 


And again, 


Omme tulit punFum qui miſcuit utile dulc;. 
Hor. 


If ſo,certainly Comedy ought, which js 
to ridicule people out of their'errors 


and follics. A great modern Ctirick RePin Re- 
. has told us, that Poetry is agreeable pger. 


only to render it uſeful, and that Co-" 
medy, which is an Image of Vulgar 
Converſation, corre&ts the publick er- 
rors by _ the ridiculouſneſs of 
private. The fame Author adds, that 
fince Poetry is ſo much the more uſe- 
ful, by how much the more 'ris agree- 
able, the buſineſs of this art 1s to 
pleaſe, -F :mportance de cette art eſt de 

G 3 plazre. 


o 
- 
” 2 


' plaire. . And in his Reflexip 


| l , 
loquence, "of the < difference 
ow the beg the Theatre, 
ſays,L: Chaire ne dait pas eftre comme. 
Theatre ou Fun ne va que pour le þ 
The Pulpit ought not to 
Stage, where men 'go only 
pleaſure. Racine in his Preface to gu 
—_ of Berenice tells uh, that to 
leaſe 1s the principal rule, la principale 
_ eft de Ms 6 Ld if 'tis Win Ba 
gical, 'tis much more ſo in Comical re- 
preſentations. That the end of Co- 
medy is to pleaſe, none will. diſpute 
that know any thing of this matter. 
Some have thought Pleaſure its chief 
defign, theſe, tho the mg RIES, 
to be ſure in the WIOng, as 
as as tha who fancy Pleaſure little 
_ =pwage rs it uſeful, rags 
| that is not plea- 
Coe! Wh rain then had MO. 
lier to Inſult on Mr Congreve's meaning 
4s much by as well, had he delir'd to be 
underſtood, ſo, which 'tis plain he did 
not. And w = but one who was re- 
ſolv'd on any terms to make him in the 
wrong, cou'd have miſtaken him here ? 
howev he triumphs on his —_—_ 
| all 


8 ©TH 


—_ fogmfies little, We have 
the contrary, and his ſecond then 
does not fall of courſe. - 'Twou'd be 
indeed hard if you ſhould think a Poer 
a Fool or a Cuckold becauſe there's a 
Fop or a Jilt in his Play; It the Poet 
draws his own Picture, he is always fo 
favourable to himſelf, as to throw his 
likeneſs '-into the draught of the fine 
Gentleman : What he ſays he ought to 
be accountable for, there he does his 
beſt, and if he errs 'tis an error in the 
Charadter. What the Coxcombs and 
Scoundrels are guilty of,” let their Ori- 
ginals anſwer for, and take care to give 
no more occalion for ſuch offence, 
Mr Colker is very well read in Mr Dry- 
den's Prefaces, and one woald 'think 
ſhould have been kinder to the man 
from whom he learnt the beſt part of 

Bev. My Congreve': fourth Poſtulg- Def. pr: 
tum. | 

Sav. Hold , what ſays he to the 
_ that relates particularly to him» 
eli ? 

Bev. Nothing, 1 ſuppoſe, he chaaghe®” 
it below him; be had Gajd before, et 

| Ca 


. 
» 


opal er, pine terms, and | 


deſpiſes 
fon Philonbical 1 However, 
you'll find; him I believe hereafter, and 


as little to the purpoſe as if he-had fi- 
niſh'd here. 

Bev. You can't allow of the fourth 
Poſtulatum. | 1 

Szv. I think that is moſt exceptiona- 
ble. Scripture: phraſes ought not toy be 
us dim ridiculous things 3 and perhaps 
this is the - greateſt fault our Comick 
Writers have been guilty of, 'Twou'd 
bg caſie to amend theſe errours, and 
very bard to ſtarve two or three hun- 
dred-Families, ' becanſe Fehy is call'd a 
Hackney Coachman. : 
BevdAnd put hin under the circumlasces 
5 rar net I ſhall now go back to his 


Sav. To be put. under the circum- 
ſtances of Contempt is a very happy 
expreſiion, and I believe copy'd from 
Crack in Sir Courtley Nice, who ſays he 
152inder; the carciaſtances of, a ſweat, 
ang:ufhder. ſeveral other ſuch. circum- 

The remarks we made on'his 

a the_ third: propoſition, - will 
ſave aad reply to this. —_ 

ev, 


bed 


you ſaid ſomething | 
little before, when 


, o > «4. » 
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more " © a 
he direQted his Reader to the Evidence. :6. 17. 


Well, here are Pages for you, can you 
urge any thi againſt theſe. 

Sev. Mr Collier thunders againſt the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Stage in his way, 
but his Pathetick is only tautology, 
the ſame thing over and over in ſhort 
Sentences. *'Tis his manner when he 
is, or fancies he is in the right, he uſes 
his Adverſarics unmercifully, and like 
Cowards at an advantage, beats 'em 
on the Ground. 

. Bev. 1 have done with My Congreve's 


Preliminaries, and the unreaſona-*: '* 


bleneſs of "em. If he demands 'em- as a 
__ FA Title 7 difrad IF he begs © 
'em as 4 favour, he ſhould have petitioned 
another way. 

Sav. Very pithy and modeſt. 


Bev. 1. This Expedient is not always P. 19. 


made uſe of. | 

Sav. A thouſand and Inſtances could 
be given to-the contrary ; and there is 
ſcarce a Play whoſe end is not moral 
and inſtrutive, let there be never (o 19. 
many errours in the Poem. 


Pip 


Ng 

Sav. That is wh Thini ex- 
pedient is not always made uſe of, he 
divides well, and without doubt has 
ſtudy'd Dr Excherd's Contempt of the 
Clergy with a 

Bev. But here's an inſtance of an ww- 
courtly and witions ending in the Old 
Benckdous, which, according to Mr 
Collier ercourages lewdnels. 

Sev.As much as that in Love for Love. 


The miracle to day is that we find, 
A Lover true not that « Wamean s hind. 


word is ſomewhat aus- 
bignons, _— 4 little help may ſtrike 


off into a light ſenſe, Kc. 

Sav.We have to do with aGentleman 
who is very charitable on theſe occafi- 
ons, and can help a man out at a .dead 
lift,as well as any one. Who, without. 
Mr Colbier's aſſiſtance, would have taken 
Not that a Woman's kind for Bawdy ? 
Yet he 1s not fatisfy'd with his charge, 
but accuſes the Verſes for want of 
weight and apothegm? when he bas 
ſtruck 'em off into another ſenſe, I _=_ 


A Ballad is more licentions. 
Bev. If by ſententious he means (en- 
tences, he has made a very merry re- 
flexion ; for- we have no leſs than 
three important ſentences in this Para- 
raph, extreamly full of Apothegm ; 
you have another taſte of his Elo- 


QUENCE. | 
Bev. When a Poet has flouriſh'd on an 
ill ſubjef, larded his Scenes with Smutt, 
N28 bis jefts on Religion,exhanſied bin- 
if npor Vice- 
. Sev A fineparcel of Metaphors. 
Bev. Pray let me go on,. don't inter- 
rupt me _o__ wy wy Ts the 
whole period. can 4 line of 
good Council do. - i 
$av. You may diſcover what a reliſh 
he has of good Council, by the epither 
| rol gapelr a dry line or two wou'd 
ick in his Throat, and nothing be fa 
ealily ſwallow'd as what went before 
It, 
' Bev, Pure ſpite, o' my Conſcience. ,, .. 
Thus when the greateſt part of Qpality © 
are debancht an the Stage, 'tis a broad In- 
ueuda they are no better in the Boxes... . 


Sev. I proteſt againſt his Tawerdo's, 
I miſtruſt tris Conſcience would be quiet 
enough, if a man 'in a'much higher 
caſe was condemnd by an Inendo , 
but fuch things are not 1 now a- 
days, and no man, as Mr Collier him- 
ſelf can witneſs, ſuffers without proof. 

Bev. I anſwer, the caſe is not paraltel. 

Szv. You ſhall Judge of that, he 
ſays, in his Short View. There are but 
four Ladies in this Play, and. three of the 
biggeſt of them are Whores. A great 
compliment on Qyality, to tell "ent there is 
not above 4 quarter of em honeſt. Mr Col- 


lier, by the way, has taken care to en- 
gage the le of Condition to ap- 


pear on his ſide, by pretending mow 
he. 


cure 'em a priviledge from Satyr. 

Aldermen and Country Juſtices are by- 
afs'd by the Incloſures he has made for 
thoſe inferiour Magiſtrates, as if . 'twas 
any affront to my Lord Mayor or Court 
of Aldermen to ſhew one of their Bre- 
thren may be a Mifer, - or. an abuſe of 
Magiſtracy to think a Juſtice of Peace a 


Blockhead ; thoſe who have any con- 


verſe with the Country. know ſuch 
things are very much 'in nature, and 
pan there are but too many inſtances 

of 


W | 
. 
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of the ether in the City. - Our Adver- 
ſary'has ſecur'd the Clergy to tymſelf 
by blazoning their*+Scutcheons. The 
marry'd people, by railing at the affront- 
ins. aw Matrimony, and the unmarry'd 
by telling the world thatLove is a-paltry 


Bev; You forget the Parallel you 
promis'd me. 

Sev. If three of Mr Cognreve's Fadies 
out of four are Strumpets, and Mr Col- 
lier makes this obſervation immediate- 


ly,” 4 great Complement on Quality, toP. 12. 


tell them there is not above a quarter of 
them honeſt : 1s it not'the ſame as it 
four women were ſhewn upon the 
Stage, and three of 'em were vicious, 
that thence we muſt conclude three 
parts in four of the whole Sex ſtark 
naught. What he ſays in excuſe, hat 
the repreſentation in the Double Dealer 
turns more on Condition than Sex is falle, 
Neither is it the Quality which makes 
the appearance. The ſentiments in all 
caſes mark the Character, and pojnt out 
to the Compariſon in manners. If a 
man ſpeaks or as like my (elf, and 
he's reprov'd for't, let his Quality be 
what it will, I ſhould think my ſelf 
concern'd, > Bew. 


; Sev. Mr Colkier ſays that Mr Cangreve 
quotes it from Ariſtotle, and Mr Cow- 
owns the ſame : adding the au- 
thority of Boſſi after him 5; and ſure 
he will not blame that Gentleman for 
follewing two ſuch Criticks: | 
Bev. His precedents from Virgil are 
waſerviceable upon two accounts. 1\t, The 
faF is miſreported. 

Szv. We ſhall now have another op- 
portunity to make a Judgment of his 
Modeſty and Learning. He ſays the 
fa&t is miſreported. But who 4s it that 
happens to' be ſo little acquainted with 
Virgil * Why no leſs than the famous 
Boſſu, that has been allow'd by univer- 
ſal conſent to underſtand him the beſt 
of any Critick that ever writ on him z 
and he gives. more Examples than 
Mr Congreve has quoted from Virgil, to 
ſhew how much oftner you find the 
women in the Eneids under ill Chara- 
&ers than good ones. However, Mr 
Collier tells us, Creuſa and Lama are 
perfe#ly paiſrve, Anna 4 very innocent 


Pron- 
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iy 
. . | 
her ' the Nurſe 'and the 
Witch, who conitrive the deſtruction of 
Mea and his Trojans ; befides a great 
ov mand range which would ren- 
der het innocence fuſ] to any one 
elſe. Then as for Camill:, why is be 
thrown into the black Pit ? For the ſame 
reaſon as Crexſa and Lavinia, and that 
is becauſe they” all occafion'd a' great 
many - op pet the Hero. —_— 
Iz particular] arms agal im, 
and there might be more Kid for the 
throwing her into the Lift than the 0- 
ther two. Boſs informs us, Virgil de- 
fign'd to ſhew the Sex that War 1s not 
their Trade, and to expoſe the Levity 
of Women when he brought her into 
the field ; adding a little farther, that 
this Levity made her forger her Digni- 
ty, the care of her perſon, and was tol- 
low'd by ſeveral accidents of - ill conſe- 
_ and tho, as Mr Cher affirms, 
ſtood firmly by Latinzs, yet her en- 

ing in an ill cauſe, in L- \onem to 

oO pious a Hero as eas | was 
ground enough for making her keep 
compary with the reſt in that black 
Liſt; 'if we will believe Virgil and 


Boſſu 


+ Me 4s in the Cabal with 


. » 


. 


2 oY _—_ 
Boe before cur ie Ave : 
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- He 3s you 
na 05rt and proving Por ere Boſ- 
{+ in tha. monng, for ſaying Virgzl had 


ut too exadtly follow Aritote' 
thoughts in his Poeſy ; that there are 
more bad women than good, and that 
they do leſs good than harm. Bat if 
he goes to Silin ell ive he 
hols —_— for his firſt and ſecond 
account, how Mr Congreve's 
4 from Virgil are unſerviceable. 
Bev. Mr Congreve  countenances an 
A in his misbehauiour. 
: Speaking of . Ariſtotle and Boſſu 
famuliarly. 
. And _— his court thus awkard- 
"+ ly to the Ladies. 

Sav. Mr Collier is not always to be 
taken at his word ; we have Mr Con- 
greve's Amendments by us, pray let's ſee 
you he CO Rengnces Hh He ſays, 

ic 00cm ics wal 
be es 4 Ariſtotle —_ but Cl, 
was meant to complement, and tickſe, pa 
y flatter, and all that. Is this countenanc- 
| _ P ing the DL 


Bev. 


contrary - "Tis 
d miſunderſtand 


, I think 'twou'd be ſtranger if 
he ſhould not, for he'll underſtand no- 
thing which 1s not for his purpoſe ; 
are not his dapper Sentences againſt 
Mr Congreve's breeding very. fair deal- . 
ing, and muſt not this be a very Ho- 
neſt Man, as well as a Juſt Critick. 

Bev. The arcs #- Comedian and ano- p ,, 
ther Poet have a different effe® upon re- 
putation. & 

Sev. By the Satyr - of a Comedian he 
means the Satyr of a Comick Poet has 
a difterent effe& upon reputation. Yes, 
and becauſe it has ſo, Comedy is much 
more uſeful for Satyr than any other 
kind of _ If 'twas allowable in 
Juvenal and Perſizs to expoſe men of 
Quality, 'twas in order to eorrett their 
follies, and reform the Age. Now 
finee ( as Mr Collier owns, in tw 
ſentences one after another, to ben 
the ſame thing) the Eye is much more 
afteQing than the Ear, that certainly 
is the moſt commendable and profita- 
ble Satyr which obtains its end 
. ſooneſt. All Satyr is Abuſe which does 

D 


not 


not deſign Inſtruction 3 what touches | 
2 mans on neareſt is moſt likely 
to amend him 3 and ſure one it * 
not to be afraid of Inſtrating a fool, 
for fear yr w__—_ he perl = » 
opinion of his u , 
jars wot made 1o little account of this, 
that they did not ſtick at ſhewing their 
A@ors in Masks, repreſenting the Per- 
{ons they brought on the Stage, and 
calling 'em by their names. This wonld 
be outrageous in our times z our Co- 
mick Poets have always diſguis'd the 
Originals of their Copies ſo much, as 
was neceſiary to make 'em fee their de- 
fects, and not be dil with the 
Picture, becauſe too fingular. Their 
CharaQters, whoever gave occaſion for 
'em, have always been general, and if 
a Fop has been ſtil'd a Lord, every bo- 
dy knows that the Author did not make 
him a Fop becauſe he was a Lord, but 
made him a Lord, to ſhew a man may 
have a Title and not deſerve it. The 
French have done the ſame, ſo have the 
ſtalians and Spaniards, who underſtand 
Pun&ilio better than Mr Collier. Ra- 
cine brings a Counteſs on the Stage in 
his Playdexrs. Tis a charatter much 
like 


__* "Refer NE Hee. 
like Widow Blackacre's, and 1 think he 
ridicules her enough, when he makes 
- her. anſwer to a Gentleman who askt 
if her Law Suits were over. 


Monſienr tous mes proces alloient eftre 


ms 
. tt me mien reſtoit plus que quatre on 
cing petits 
Lan contre mon maris [autre contre 
mon pere 
Et contre mes Enfans. 


They are near being all concluded, and 
I have only four or five little ones de» 
pending, ONE again np Husband, _ 
—__— my Fa a third again 

ee _ pn Racine has not 

er p very ceremonionſly, 
and - whatever a Marquis is, ſure a 
Count, and conſequently a Counteſs , 
is as high a Quality as our Baron. 


Bev. His teſtimony from Rapin does p. ,,, 


ot come up to the French. 

Sev. Whatever he ſays of Rapir or 
the Frexch Authors, will have very lit- 
tle weight with me, I am pretty. well 
convinc'd he knows little of rheir Plays 
or their Language, or he would not 
C 2 have 
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have printed ſuch as you will 
find in what he ſays on the word Mar- © 
quis+ .. 


Bev. Now notwithſtanding Mr Den- 
nis's Exclamation, a Marquis in France 
ir mmch leſs than a Marquis in England, 
or Baron either. 

Sav.: Here. again, this - Gentleman's 
modeſty and reading may be call'd in 
queſtion, bccauſe he is ſo politive, you 
will excuſe me if I am the more parti- 
cular in vindicating whatl ſay. I took 
ſome pains with him in this matter, 
and ſome days fince put my thoughts 
in writing. Tl read it-to you, {o 
we'll defer conſidering him any farther 
till we meet next. 

Bev. T ſhall not have patience to ſtay 
longer than till to morrow, - and /fince 
you have your Books about you,” we'll 
meet in- the ſame place, and I'll give 
you a new trouble. 

Sav. I will-not think it any, eſpecial- 
ly if I can fatisfy you that Mr Collier 18 
yot what he pretends to be, nor ' his 
arguments what ſome good men have 
taken 'em for. 

Bev. I want to know what you have 
{.zd about his French Marquis, hy be 
eems 


an fa PETE 
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Sev. He is always ſo, and general! 
as much out as he is now. To excuſe 
himſelf for his error of making a Mer- 
quis in France, a Quality much lefs than 
a Marquis or Baron in Ezglaxd, he tells 
you, 'tis pretty plain from Maliere him- 
ſelf, whoin bis. P Eye de Veeſail- 
ls, makes — ae ay to a Marquis, 


which way of '« Fe te promet Marquis, 
way of prutng Mr Collier at- 
firms is not manners wnleſr in Equals or 
Inferionurs. Now every one that reads 
that Play, will find he's us'd with ſuch 
familiarity, to ſhgw the freedoms his 
Foppery expos'd him to.' Moliere made 
him a Coxcomb before he ' allow'd ' the 
Character to | þe treated ſo-uncivilly ; 
and who thinks himſelf oblig'd to be 
nice with a Fop. He knew very = 

how far a man of his quality mi 

be dealt with ſo freely, without 

ing in on decency. © This, I fuppoſe, 
will not be diſputed. Then his 
Authoricy, to prove the quality 'of 2 
French Marquis below our Marquiſſes 
or Barons, he ſays Dorante in another 
Play treats one of 'em-with terms of E- 
D 3 quality, 


I; 
tate in Þ 
Title inſe le, but ſuffer'd himfelf to 
be impos'd. on, by perſons that Criti- 
ciz'd on gvery thing without Candour 
or Judgment. No wonder then that 
he uſes him as his Equal, in a' diſpute 
where he knew Self his ſuperiour, and 
ſaw the Margsis led away by Fools ; 
and ſure every man of Wit that isa 
Gentleman, would be as free in Ex- 
and On the ſame occaſion. . The 
French give the ſtilg of Monſeignewr to 
none below. a Duke, unleſs his Poſt o- 
therwiſe demands it. This is frequently 


ſcen inBalzac and Voiture,Balzac writing 
to the Marquis of Montx3fer ſtiles him 
Monſiexr, but after his advancement to 
the Government of Alſace, bis addreſs is 
Monſeigneur... Mr St Evremont in a 
Letter to; the Duke of Buckingham, 
Superſcribes only a Monfeeur de Boquin- 
Ham, 


though. the Frexch ſtile all their 
fiſhops Monſeigneur ; and 'twas not 
to make a particular Compliment to the 


Biſhop of Londop,. that they call him 
My 


18,7 tr 


My Lord;-for 'tis\rio more than they 
do by all-their Prelates, as well as his 
belov'd Biſhopof Arras, which any one 
may find in Voitwre or Balzac. Howe- 
ver, twere eafie to prove him in aner- 
rour, from the French Academies, or 
Richelet's Diftionary ; Richelet ſays on 
the word Margris. 


That formerly this word was taken for « 
n of ſome Frontier Garriſon. 
But lately 'tis a Lord, who takes place 
' mext Princes and Dukes. 


Beſides, what Rapin's ſenſe of Molier's 
| meaning was, is agrecable to ours ; for 
| in, fays the Poets, formerly brought 
| only Servants on the —_ therr : 
| Buffoons. But Molier's are quiſſes h 
and men of Condition. They only expos'd = 
the manners of Citizens and Common peo- 
ple. Moliere all Paris and the Court. 
Mr Collier very wiſely remarks, that 
Rapin did not ſay toute [a Conr, all the 
Court, neither did Moliere ever d 
to expoſe 'em all, tho he ſpar'd none 
of 'em as they came in his way. Rapin 
oppoſes all Pariy and the common peo» 

C 4 ple 
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Court and' Gentry,and not, as 

Mr Collier ſays, the Country Converſati- 

on to the Court : For no body bat our 
Adverfary. would have und Un 
Bourgeois, for a Country-man, nor Lewie 
Bourgicoſe for CoungryConverſation.But | 
the Citizens who li reſt the Court, 

were like our own, apt to make awk- ' 
ard imitations of their politeneſs, which 
the Poets us'd then only to ridicule. 


. But Moliere took his Fools where-ever 


he found 'em, either in Court or City, 
which are commonly .oppos'd to one 
another. Mr Coker concludes that if after 
all Rapin has given Moliere more liberty 
than he took, 'uis well he modeſtly ſaid 
if he has done ſo; for none that have 
read either one or the other, can charge 
him with making Moliere ſpeak what 
he never intended, which is more than 
wecan ſay in this caſe, for the Gen- 
_ who has ſo groſsly miſtaken 
im. 

Bev. Good night, Sir, Mr Collier 1 
find is not always infallible. 

Sav. Adieu till to morrow. 


The end of the firſt Dialogue. 
| The 


The Sccond Dialogue. 
Savage, Bevil. 
Sep. | ou are a man of your 
—_ and punctual to your 
appointment, 

» I ſhould indeed be to blame if I 
broke an affignation of this nature ; 
had jt been only to drink a Bottle, 1 
MAR NS WIEEK Camry 20 he 

of our good Fellows. 
\ Sev. Have you thought of our laſt 
Conference, does Mr Collier win or 
loſe in your opinion? 

Bev. If ſo many excellent perſons 
had uot declard for him, I ſhould 
think worſe of him than I do, but 'tis 
hard to oppoſe ones ſelf to the general 
lentiments of mankind. 

Sav. You are afraid to be thought 
ſingular, and have not courage enough 
to own a good cauſe when it ſut- 


fers under the cenfures of a majo- 
rity, Bev. 


titude, or if you will learn from 

favour to Mr Collier, not to be kinder 

i > oye —_—_— from -_ 
e his reputation is general, 

= ame whey bus women Lemony by 


Bev. 'We left off at the 3oth 
_ Defence, if you pleaſe Ti read 


yr Ef With all my heart, [OOn—_ 
once more thro the whole .Book 


I ſaw you, but in _—_ ſatisfying 
your _—_— yl & the hearing 
On Tagal 


Ben. That muſt be a great conde- 
ſcention to one who has fo little an o+ 
pinion of the Author. 

Sv. I ſhould be ready to do Juſtice 
to his merit, if he had not been fo 0- 
yer favourable to himſelf, that he hag 
left no room for moderate _ 
an 


TS. 
LY _ did he ever fee a 
eman t' on 1n the Fi 
he makes in nay at of Peers. is 
the Lord in the Chocolate Houſe, ofa 
Viſit where he aQs the part of a private 
man, unleſs that he diſtinguiſhes him- 
ſelf from the reſt by his jon and 
folly. Mr Collier ſtretches every thing 
beyond the meaſure the Poets give it, 
and uſes his old way of confuting 
thoſe he oppoſes, makes 'em mean 
what they never defign'd, and then 
laſhes them for their meamng- I have 
given you other examples of this trick 
of his before, and demonſtrated, I 
ſuppoſe,pretty plain, that if a Lord and 
a Fool grow together , he muſt-be 
ſhewn as a Monſter; - and the rather, 
fince his Quality makes the figure the 
* more ridiculous. 
Bev. I had nothing to do with bis 
Verſes. 
Sav. Pray let's ſee what theſe Verſes 
are he has nothing to do with. oy 
t 


#::;73 . com" Arnk3-T L 
Let ſecret villery from hence be wari'd, 
Howe're in private miſchi i 
Torture and ſhame attend their open birth : 
Like Vipers in the womb baſe treathery 
yes, > | 
Still gnawin ont pit 
No ſooner nc but the vile Parent dyes. 


No, no, Mr Colfier has ing to do. 
with ſuch-Verſes as theſe. Theſe are ' 
very Moral, and conclude a Play, and 
what is more a Play, which he 
has blacken'd as much as poſſible ; he 
has nothing to do with the good things 
in our Comick writers, he did not go 
to the Playhouſe to hear any thin 
but ſaxut, arid ks Informers frequented 
Cornventicles, only to impeach 'em, his 
ears were ſhut to ſuch Lines as theſe, 
but he liſtned with attention to what 
was naught- 


Bev. And that I ftill ſay is foul in the 


age. 
; Few, We know Mr Collier too well | 
to expet he ſhould recant his er= 
rors. 
Bev. What ſays this Lord Touchwood, 
which is (Ull cenſar'd as foul in Image, 


em- 


YM 


"4 2 ; 


= "WM ron the Stage. " * 
embirraſs with trifting Epithetes, and il} 
ſited to the pra =, ; 

Sev. We'll ſee the Amendments. Oh, 
'tis Lord Toxchwood's ' Hail to the Bride- 
groom. | The Bridal night is a time, 
when the niceſt Tongues ſpeak with leſs 
caution, than at other times, and Mr 
Collier had ſaid before, that Lord Towch- 
_ 2c th In Character 5 

each others comfort, let me join 
hands, unwearied nights and wi : peek 
attend [you both, mutual Love, laſting 

Health, aud circling Joys, tread rownd 
each happy Tear of your long Lives. The 
Phraſe 15 Poetical, and conſequently 
ſuited to the Charafter of a ſtarcht 
Coxcomb pretending to Politeneſfs, and 
I fancy Mr Collier would have wilht'em 
Joy in ſome ſuch Language z but 
where's the Swat 2 where are the tri- 
fling Epithets ? is any thing trifling 
which marks the Character the better, * 


or is it not natural for a man to be 1nP. ze. 


ſome tranſport on. thoſe occaſions.With 
our Adverſary's help, this might be 

ſtruck off into Bawdy, but as ſpiteful 
as he is, ''tis not in his- power to make 
it Nonſenſe. 'Tis very humorous to 
hear him talk of trifling Epithers, and 


cle 
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men. 
Bev. If it be ſo, I think the Play was 
not the Candle. 


Szuut or Profaneneſs in the way, 'tis 
doubtleſs in ing on the Sconces. 
Ar e fa in his Amendments, 
If there be Immodeſty in this Play, I nuſt 
confeſa my ſelf” incapable of writing any 
thing with ſly. It may be ſo, ſays 
Mr Collier, an ill cuſtom is very hard to 
ronguer with ſome people. Here he exerts 
hunſelf, ſhews that he's the very 
abſtraft of civility.But he that Mr 
had ſaid the ſame thing to her 
Royal Highneſs the Princeſs in his De- 
Joe > 0 convince your R.H. vp 4 pe 
may be with induſtry ſo compos d ( 1 ſpi, 
of the licentions at ho wa A ike. 
Theatre) as to become ſometime an 1no« 
cent and not unprofitable —C 
5 


" "This was faic in another preſence than 
Mr Colliers, and the honour her RH. 
ſhew'd this Play afterwards, is a very 
gaod to his infalence : Let any 
one the Page he quotes from the 
Mourning Bride, and then examine our 
adverſary. Is not the fury of a difap- 
pointed Lover, that on the morrow ex- 

| to hear his Rival has his Miſtreſs 

in his arms. Is not this enough to 
tranſport him to madneſs ? 

Bev. Was it worth his while to be thu 
Crazy ? | 

Sav. This is not the firſt time Mr Col- 
lier has ſhewn his ſpite to Love, Is 
Books Long moge drew _—_— 
ſtranger to nin an its 
branches: and no wonder if hat Of 
min (ays is Jargon to him. Who can 
ſee that Scene, and not be touche with 
it > Which few men of ſenſe are with 
the mad Scenes of Lee and his Imitators, 
that, to uſe Mr GHier's words, ſmell 
rank of Bedlam. 

Bev. O my Almeria ! 
What do the damn'd endure but to deſpair, 

And knowing heaven, to know it loſt for 


Sav. 


% 


"—— theſe caſes are 
allow'd to talk ;” our \de 
vout- Poets - nd at i in heir 
wri I venot ſaid things 
as Wi gr becauſe they. *}Þ- 
condibint.” Mr Norris in 'a paper aps 

Verſes on ſome parting-Lovers ſays, _ - 


Eden 5s loſt, the reſts but commons 
ground. 


Anda little after, 


/ 


I envy'd none below, ſcarce thoſe a- 
bove. 


Which I think as inexcuſable, as what 
Bellmonr ſays ' in the Old Batchelowr, 


Could you be content to go to Heaven. 
B. Hum not immediately, &c. 


"Neri je Bug ah Hypocriſies no where ſo common 


grown 
As in moſt ſacred things, Love and 
Religion, 


You may be ſure I don't remember theſe 
Covplets for their Poetry, only to ſhew 
that 


V14TW 


| = it to: Sacred things, as he-1s. 
. Thus the rt age : rar P.34: 


= 4 Paltry ' Paſſion. 


- ther fling -at Love: I'm afraid if the ; 


s of Love th n Mir Collier, 
n fo over careful how they 


'd with the Glories of 


Sev. Is not the comparing of a Lo- ' 
vet's parting with his Miſtreſs, to our 
firſt Parents "loſing Paradice, every whit 
as extraordinary. Here you have ano- 


Adverſary ever felt it, he was not usd 
vety tenderly: ;; for whatever the mat- 
ter is, he can by NO means give it 2 good 
word. |; i | 
Him Better for hins to tempt the rage 1c urn 


- of Bride. « * 
Sev. The Poets all along in theſe places, 
have-alluſion to the Pages» Theology ; 
and.tho the Scene lies 1n Chriſtendom; 
yet the Cant diſtinguiſhes wharDivinity 
they mean. to wrench the bolt red hiſſing, 
@6& would be:Nonfenſe if 'twas/{aid of 
any other Deity than Valcer and* Jwps- 
ter, Yet MrCowly whole ſtory 1s Copy'd 
trom the Bible, in his Devideis talks 
worle, Cowly who has been! ſo much 
FOTOny "thoſe who'/do, and. thoſe 
E who' 


Davideis 
rt Book. 


JK 


bot of FRO or” ” 4 "x 
Jews irwrrare jrcwan-cpmed 


Nay their God omg fir fr be did..- 


And again, bo ata ev po lierle 
below this, 


Tis not 7 God himſelf foal! ſave thee, 


Bev. I come now to the vindication of 


the Poetry. 
Sev, And here he complains that 


' there'sno antithefis in waſting air, I e- 


its 


ver thought Mr Collier fond of that fi- 
gure.. Twas cakie to be diſcoverd Dy 
his manner of writing * Le 

told us what ore Senmnibe Eboaire, 
which ſuits exactly with the 


of his Genius. Les jewnes ſont eb . 


were ec lat de antitheſe & s en ſor- 
vent. Toung men are dazled with the 


oo of an antitheſis, and are fond of 
"Eo. Beſides, the word is almoſt worn 


| _ This is not only falſe but' un- 
reaſonable ; we can't put a better in 


, foes | 


moors "> its 


its place and there's not a. poli 
| nn ogg en. it w 'twas 


here to expreſs 
ſoft. 


naſty. 
This Litter of Epithetes makes the Poem 
look like a Bitch with Puppies, 


CI ſenſe ul hoſt to thin. and 


Is indeed a fingular expreſſion, but Mr 
Collier is very particular in every, thing 
that relates to decency. | 
Bev. The Epithetes likewiſe muſt be 
ſmooth. 
Sav. Hes 2 great maſter of Stile, 
—_—_—_ Gaaienpao an any e of the ca- 
dency © om next page 
you find in. 30 lines 9 > Queſtions and 
17 Sentences, ” arhich you know is Cite 
roian. Such a fort of Rhetorick be- 
| E 2 comes 


his\dwelling'orr things ſo-long, mm; wy 
ny places, ter foxgor he was NnOt-near 
his Cuthion 


"Bev. This was « ſorewd Queſtion but 

ns Fi jig 
So it ſeems, when .we-:have 9 

-or-19'Mm the . ſame-paragraph, which 

cds with that-fine piece of raulery. 

* Bev. That 1 have quoted him falſely, 
f deny, his immodeſty forc'd me. upon 
' this method ; he is often too offenſive to 
appear”; to have fbewn him to the Reader 
' had'neither been cjuit nor ſafe. - \ jay) 

"$29: Ay; pta}}\ read this\ again; for 
bo breeding and good nature triumph 

ere. 

Bawi Why then does be find fault with 
this rgſtrecdauſs f::1s he ſorry his inde- 
cencies are conceal d; and ne proud of 
bis misbehaviowr'? © 

Sav. Here'sgmanners with a witneſs, 
fiick lines-as "theſe: matt be writ-.in a 
{curvy'place ; he. might- have - Caridle , 
but] believe the Room: was not ex- 
treamly' illuminated,” the Paper would 
elſe have appear'd” too-much d. It 
he has not \ a—_ -—_ falſely, be: has 


milſ- 


——_ wg ——— | 


_ F miſtepreſc 
'F as bad, in Lord: Tokchwood's caſe, and: 


IT 
£2 . » I 
a) 


tiny -whlele every foe 


Angetit4's , there's neither Smur in the | 
one, nor Smat nor- any thing out of 
the Charatter in the other, which ' he 
charges -him with; --and then es 6 


* againſt-- him, We * ſhall have | 


portunity to prove'--more ſuch Hafir 
dealing on him, beforewe have done 
with' the Deferrce: - 

Bev.) He would des 4 little more. good 42. 
firſt, i. e.—— 

Sev. Away with that 5. e. | beſeceh | 
you, we'll/ have none of Mr Colfer's 
Interpretations, who knows but Bel- 
wour might mean he would live/ and- 
grow: better; this is neareſt the Origj- 
nal , and- if out Adverſary ' had not 
come in with his helps, jt might-not 
have. been hit off 'into Profaneneſs. Mr 

reve owns the-exprefſion light,” 'tis 
ſo in Mr Collier's month, and Belmour 
certainly deſign\d that ſome ſhould take 
it one way, and others / another.” We 
know then which way Mr Collier's 
kindac(s to the Author will underſtand 
XK, and ſhall ſay no more on this. 

Bev. What his _—_ was, I am not 
to inquire, but it "_ #-very ill one. 

| Sv 


py i ht de 
© Sev. He 


m_— 42. 
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ficant P-——-and- ſav'd 
trouble of fo delicate a turn. 'Twou'd 
have been more. natural in him : one 
can ſee he bit his lips, and long'd to 
be plain in the matter. Here's a proof 


of his decency, for which Mr Congreve 


and his Friends ought to own a 
great obligation;to him. 
Bev. I reply in the firſb place, that my 


diſproof of his ſecond Poſtulaturn cxts off 


his retreat to this excuſe. 


» Sev. What he (aid to it was, that it 


all of courſe. If Comedy is 
mſi | RS w_ expole it, and 
how can a vitious man be exposd but 
byhis words or aGtions : now to make 
him a& his wickedneſs, would be to 
reſtore the Infamy of the Partommes, 
and the Poets have no other way of 
diſcovering him, but to make him talk 
looſely, ſuitable to his Charater. A 
man-muſt not. be puniſh'd on the Stage 
for nothing- A lewd Fellow muſt act 
his part as far as decency will permit, 
that he may ſuffer for't in the end , and 
as long as he keeps to nature with this 
reſtriction, the Poet can't err. Perhaps 
Mr Gollier would. confine the Stage to 


ſhew 


_ Pn 
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u 
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Abs : | hi b » 
; values himſelf on his Goaulpricy, 

while a SOARES bluſhes at his own 
Picture, conſequently is the likelier 
to be converted. 4 


Bev. 2dly , be is not diſcover d in her, 
lewdneſs. ' | 

Sev. She is not diſcover'd in a poſture 
that! would convit her in- a Court of 
Jaſtice at leaſt, that would once have 
convicted her- Mr Cobier 1 ſee would 
have been ſo much a Gentleman, as to 
have- taken no notice on't,. had the 
thing gone ſo far. | ' 

Bev. She | makes no diſhonourable ++ 

$zv- I don't know what, notion he 
has of honour. She was ina fair w 
of being found out by herHusband, and 
if ſhe comes on no more, 'twas becauſe 
ſhe chought ſhe had gone too far alrea- 
dy,and was aſbam'd to appear, and any 
one but Mr Coler would have thought 
this Exit very diſbonourable. 
E 4- Bev. - 


Rn, = nelberhen 
Sav.. We ought eels 
man's word for his- own''meani 


and if fo, the freedom is the more 6% 


cuſable z ho ho wever, allufions to Seeipetvs' 


may be r avoided.” 


Bev. And Adam ſure' wowld with ore. 


eaſe abide 
The Bone when broken, _ when wade 
4 Bride. | 


Sev.” Mr Coljer ſays this is an admi- 
rable comment on the 'Old and New 
Teſtament, but at the ſame time 'owns 
It copy'd from Abſalom and Achitophel, 


if ſo, -let thoſe anſwer for't, who in- 


vented , it, 

Bev. Dll tell hizs for once. 

Sav. If 'tis any thing material, -'m 
ſure 'tisthe firſt time, and I fear will be 
the laſt, pray let's have i it; why might 
not Fehu Fes ve that as well as any other 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian Name ? 

Bev. He'fays he'll tell you, if you'll 

_ wr to hear him. "Twas never 
m of. Jews or Chriſtians to take 
ipture names from exceptionable 

Perf ſons- 


wt VI; alt, is 
' the 'Geritle- 
ing; he: 
ſay$he meant,no ill by ' the- Allegoty, 


VL 


_ 4 J. : , 34.) - - | , 4 ——— - "x" 
, V - _ %* "” $ _ 
j © Sev.:*Wevery feldem hear of 
. a very a name 
: 


twice inthe: Old Teſtament, whether 


ble or not, and if the thing 
quird'jt ;” I ſappoſe 'twould not be, 


to prove- him in an'error here 
too ; 'tisa trifle, and we ſhall ſay more 
to him about his Jeb» by and by. 

Bev. No ran I believe ever heard of 
more than two Jehw's. 

Sev. That's ſtrange indeed, -I know 
a--very honeſt- Gentleman, * who I'm 
fatisfy*d-will not be aſham'd of writing 
his name, becauſe Fehr in the Text 
was a Chatioteer. "It he gives himſelf 
the trouble of : riding to Colebrook, he 
my be better inform'd of this matter, 
and I know no more reaſon why 

hu the Hackny Coachman ſhould re- 
ate to Jehw the Charioteer, than. Jeremy 
the Parſon to Jeremiah the Prophet. 
This difpute is very whimſical, and 
what is not common, Mr Coll:er himſelf 
1s at laſt aſham'd on't? 

Bev. Inſpiration without Epithete is 
always taken in a riligions ſenſe. 

Sev. Not always, 'tis us'd trequently 
in a Poetical ſenſe, and that or (ub- 
Fas not very Chriſtian, fuppcling an 
1mpulſe from a Deity, which Chri(rians 

| Know 


V 
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han have the herons of | detefting 
ſomething of-this nature; to - put that: 


barrow in Countenance. 3: 

Bev. The little word Still is Jefd out 
in the Quotation. I grant I have by 
chance, omitted the word Still. | 

Sev. Perhaps not by chance. 

Bev. And if be had done fs too the 
ſenſe had been perfe#ly the ſame, only bet- 
ter expreſt. | 

Saw I confeſs Expreflion is. his talent. 


facetious ſtory of theLady in theWhetl- 


. Let us try if the Sentenee can ftand by 


it ſelf without the little word $54. 


Tho Aerhiore makes man and Wife one 
Heſb, yet it leaves 'em Still two Fools. 


Mr Collier ſhou'd by Chance have omit- 
ted quoting the ſentence at all, before 
he had fo preſumptuouſlly ſaid the ſerſe 
had been the ſame, only better expreſt : 
does not this unply with the Stu. 


That if two Fool: join themſelves together 
in Wedlock, there are ſmall hopes of their 
growing wiſer by it. 

And 


> tt made two Fools 
or it. 


. Bev. That's only when two Foals meet, 
which. is exa#ly My Congreve in his 
Amendment ' 


N ( 
orchabey/l MENeS wo Foy = 

| no Qtaer, S 

all is taken away from 'em. Mr Col- 
Ler has read thoſe worthy Gentlemens 
delicate railery in their Azimadoverſions 
on this Still, and to ſhew you; that he 
1s good Company, when he meets with 
men to- his mind, be laughs as lqud as 
they, and joyns in with their ;tul 
mirth. Such converſation may be 
for him, when he is writing againſt 
the Theatre, but I am not fo much 
his Enemy, as to wiſh him no better 
always. | 

Bev. One wou'd think by his writings P. 5% 
| he had digeſted ill Language inta a com- 
mon place. 

Sev. 1 believe our adverſary has fo 
good a memory for ſuch things that he 
needs no helps to it , the diſpute is 
2 
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into the omg ue yn 
ſenſe of 'em is more exception 

than their Blaſphemy. - The i 

intended 'to give 50 wicked Lins ah 
name; and the Author let him hit" -on 
that firſt ; but take it as he pleaſes, a 
man ſure is not oblig'd to Compliment 
his Luſts with fine Epithetes, if he does 
otherwiſe T can't underſtand how is to 


fn the Creatzon . 
Well, what ſay you now to his 


charge about Solomor. 

Saw, You know TI have 'proteſted as 
well #he againſt ufing Phraſes which 
might be thought to be borrow'd: from 
the ' Bible, whether with or without 
defign, but this is a fault which our 
Poets would have been cautions of, if 
Mr Colter had not urg'd it againſt them, 
the beſt of 'em had reſolv'd not to leaſe 


their audiences atthe Expence of their 


Teſtament, 
Bev. A ſbrewd contrivance to'pitt a 
man ont of his wits for Variety. 


Sav. 


* *"RefletSions on the Stage, 

| Sew. I he knew ae of con- 
irivanae, he would not have ridicul'd 
this. ' Valentine thought this trick would 
have aflicted him in getting his Miſtreſs 
and; impoſing on a cruel Ignorant Fa- 
ther.c; While he. was' aGting -the part 
of a Lunatic, he might ſay thoſetruths 
; which he could/not have ſaid ſo hand- 
ſomely:in his perfett ſenſes The va- 
riation- of the Character had .a very 
pleaſant effect, and if the Adverfary 
is his friend, be will not hereafter con- 
demn a'man for not being always 'ty'd 
up to {enſe, and conkn'd to his under- 
ſtanding, 

Bev.By your own confeſtion _=_ 


GEICO: 
yy ths at rg given Io offence 


'd to my third Chapter ebote P.65. 


cerning the abuſe of the Cler 61524 
Sap It a Jn o_es a any-ſuch 
Clergy-men in - being as Spimtext and 
Prig 1: believe the. Poets may make uſe 
of 'em-without offending the rules of 
-or-Rehgion.: No. body would 
have the worſe opinion of a 
ous:Divide, 1t they faw the late: elbn 
. of Croyderr laſht for his abuſing; his; vt 
fice.> Neither will any one have the 


greater 


v. * oh - 
" TORS <A /— ” 


greater Fi RG for the 
 canſe Mr Collier dernands it ſo 


Quali 

des wil = _ who ſcan- 

'ze the Miniltry. If any. perſon 
makes himſelf the Subjett of Satgr, let 
him ſuffer for't to deter others. And 
a Poet thuſt know little of his art if he 
can't expoſe the -men without affront- 
ing their office, tho they muſt be 
ſhewn ro be what they are, that athers 


: 
, 
5 
F 
bn 
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nough Mr Collier ſtands up ſo much for 
the: Clergy, to make a party among 
'em to ſl his -pretences z and he 
defign'd without doube to begin the 
War (which ſome of thoſe,. who. de» 
ſerve leaſt from the Laity). long. to ſce 
declar'd againſt 'em. | The: Laity have 
encroacht too much-on their Learning, 
and this. province has lately. been too 
much negletted by many of theirGown, 
by which means 'tis hardly. now to be 
——_ — 
have made e acquifitions in it. 
'Tis impoſſible for a-man of Letters to 


geſpet very much a perſon, meerly be- 
pett very perl nr 


will of Mr Congreve 
Poets, ' honour the memory of the 
late Archbihop. Dr Tillotſon, more 
than himſelt, and ſome that we mighe 


fally co own. Bp ——_ Bp Bur- 
wet, Bp Patrick, will ever 

this and all ages for their Piety and 
Leatning; And who of our preſent 
Biſhops are there , that for their exem- 
plary x" ape Learning, don't demand 
4s much honour, as for the Seats 

hold in. the Houſe of Peers. The Sher- 
locks, the Halleys, the Birches, the 
Wakes, the Maninghams, the Atterburys, 
are names which will be reverenc'&# by 
.all futurity, as well as in our days, by 
every one who loves good ſenſe and 
true erudition. Theſe-are indeed the 
Glories of 'our Nation and Religion, 
and their Merit arid Virtue blazon their 
Eſeutcheons better than Garter or Stores. 
Soch men will be as unwilling to dif- 
pute Precedence, as any man of breed- 

| ing 


will-never want a+ Herald to'authorize 
their claims, and'can neyer | any 
where but with Luſtre, For: their ſakes 
the whole order live--in i-the eſteem, 
-which is ; inſeparable from; their fun- 
ion; - Yet the Cluers, the'Jores,. the 
Hickringils, the' Cooks, the Snetts,. and 
fome more we- could mention, . will al- 
ways be diſtinguiſhe from ſuch .men-as 
theſe 3' and let .'em-proteſt as much as 
they think fit againſt Satyr,... they will 
perpetually feel it. If their defects or 
vices are not too. {candaloys to appear. 
Is not- a Parſon inceſlantly  embroyl'd 
in Litigious Suits with his - Pariſhioners 
for: Tythes 2; another at All-fours at 

his Clerks, - another ſbamefully maki 
unlawful Love to his Neighbours Wife, 
another plotting. againſt the Govern- 
mont, -and encouraging Sedition, /,ano- 
ther reeling. to -bis- Vicaridge from a 
drunken Patron,- another ſtarving his 
ridiculing the; faith he preaches, or 
-profaning the natnewe adore z; another 
iullenly ſetting his Neighbourbood) at 
yrariance or toobſhly talking or writing 
en-things be does not nngerbape, ro 
ew 


ot 


| 
] 
| 
| 


Bev. You are anſwering Mr Collier 
before I have read him. 

Sev. You'll find nothing in him more 
than he had ſaid before, till you come 
t0 the 74th page ; and I believe unle 
you have any objction. to what I aſſert, 

ou'll not be pleas'd with his argument, 
'tis notably divided; . 
_ Bev. However, T1 read it. 

Sev. With all my heart ; in the 

\ mean time I'll look over Moliere's Pre- 


have occaſion for hereafter. 


Sev. They may judge thoſe who afe 
arraign'd at their Bar, and puniſh em 
their way, as well as others, for Sot- 
tiſhneſs, Cowardice, Extortion, or a- 
ny other: Vice which the Law takes 

of. A Poet can't (eta man 

in the Stocks for being drunk, nor 
' break an Officer for being a Coward, 
nor fine a man ' for Extortion, neither 
can he pull the Gown over a diſordet- 
F ly 


is to expoſe him, and in many caſes 
the Law can do*'no more, fometimes 
not ſo much. 

» Bev. I am come to the 74th page, 
and would fain know what you can 
reply | to- his xt, 2d, 3d, and 4th an- 
ſwers to Mr Congreve, who lays, that if 


, mane # 
Tis not my way to run'diviſi- 
ons on an t, but 1 think his 


anſwers are all of 'em ſophiſtical. He 


iys, Kings are willing to be- _ 
nt the Cheb is rang the Stop 


any- of the : Vices _ of \its 
worft: Members are ridicul'd - 


dpaig 
. ' Bew- This is the fe: thing you ſa 
"i a little wihnle: ago. : 
cill be Ar nope anfrex9 Me Collier, 
will be:oblig'd to:re a. great” man 
over and ID he ,does,.. or 4 
the world may think him in the [hight 
12-one place, when they yp es ects 
him 1m another. 
| Rev. /adly, Stage: Princet « are w'd 4 
greeably:t0 their flation/\1 | (11 fon? 
"MY if Princes | whe. ;us'd at ill as 
_ would -vvichent doubcbexery 
Iron: to be: blam'd 
ng more afraid of a. frown 
bo bang more Whatever Mr | Gon- 
greve 1s for, us Adverlary 'tis plain; is 
for levelling. Ifa Gentleman who: 
' Orders dacs not loſe his Place: withi bv 
Tile, Gr 407 age 
with. . Gentlemen: are -us'i 
aid mobo then Beata, 


guilty of nag egg I tha the 
Quahkty 18. fame. FL Juſtice 
af Peace :as — Coxcomb.-ar:a 
Rlockhead, 4 | 
quence that the 


tis: of, no- conſe- 
_—— 


2 


IIA 
Convocation- | 


75. 


” ps z theſe being the 
Church, and. thoſe of the: State, 
alike forbidden fo be- profan'd 
medy z to ſtrike at them wou'd: 
firikedc 


the fonndation of bottChurch 


d- went- before. wi 
Arms, 


-cry out- againſt -Comedy, as 
ing" at+'the ruin of the Courts' fm 


extreamly + well xowe5y with their- cf 
tertainment ; tho the: Lawyer" thers 


 APPEAPANCE. 

Bev. His pretence 'of matter i 16. 
not trae. | Princes FR nelly, He. 
Theatre. :\\ 

Sav. This'is not the firſt fling he has 
had atthe Theatre; in this Book, which 
aim'd at its entire deſtvattion he for- 
gets what he ſaid in''the 8h page, or 
was ſorry for his tenderneſs. Now he 
tells you, Scipio putl'd it down, Trajat 
ard Antofiinus bs diſconrey'd 3, Tiberjus 
_ d: the — _T Godl 
word not 4 DPreen 
Elizabeth ofteu _ it. - "Now theſ 


were 


good) Omer: #0010 Thaw: 
— rn. 
thing leſs th 


r, tht ſtory tells 
he learnt their T Lat by heart, and 
ſubg:an, Epiſode of 'the Andromeda o 


Euripides at bis laſt Banquet. Po 


Theatre, and to ſhew that he was not 
che-more ſoft::or- noi effdentnate- for 
his love of pleaſure, 'rwas at the ſame 
time he was exlarging "the Roman Ein- 
pire, and perhaps contriving+ to make 
bunſfelf her Maſter. +. His Rival- Julios 
Ceſar has ſhewn what a value he had 
for 


0 a5 he wl yy 
e Stage 35 faid toafliſt in wriging 
BE Anguſtes particularly fa 

ved a wy Theatre, and tho who 
. wrote for't ; his affeion for | > 
the Patron. of the Stage, and one who 
. honour'd it with his own B es, and 


his intimacy with Varies, unque- 
ſtionable proof of this. if ow, 
Godly, and ſome other Chriſtian Princes 


could nat endure Plays, had bet- 
ters reaſons for't than Mr Collier im- 
poſes on . 'em. . 'The Eatertajnments 
ware. ah thoſe days were ſhewn, on 
were ſuch ſtuff as. might 

well = the car of a.Prince leſs bj- 
ed than he was. If ouradverſary 

is acquainted, as without doubt he is, 
with the wit of thoſe times, he knows 
their Plays were ſtrange pieces, and 
not eaſily endur'g.. The, Holy Father 
at Rowe has often ſinil'd. on. the Lalian 
Poets. , The honours Petrach, . and at- 
rn La 6 receiv'd from him, \ſhew 


that In hb co u'd. countenance 
ſome Wits, wh es were not the 
Chaſteſt that ever appear. .1f thoſe 

F 4 An- 


CE EIS 
'twas becauſe pd, Dre 
recoverd out of the Gothick Aaneht ug 
which had obſcur'd it for 1400 years. 
If - Queen | Elizabeth put down 'the 
Booths, and forbid the Drolls in Grace- 
church-ſtreet, (he encourag'd thoſe An- 
thors who writ the ar Plays, and 
gave Poetsand Attors confidera e Pen- 
ſions. *Tis faid too, that ſhe tranſlated 
. herſdlf ſeveral tv 7pm yen 
which is demonſtration 
ſhe was a Friend to the Theatre. yo 
Collier himſelf knows the Royal 
Martyr that has honour'd the 
Religion with his ſufferings for theſe 
thoufand years, was kind to the 
Stage and - the Poets, who were con- 
cern'd for't, not to mention his Sons, 
fr adgyroynat oh rider to Mr 
lier. His Majeſty, when he 
_ been at _ to ox torn 
the great rs has 
patnaans”, 7dr of our Comedies to 
be preſented him by his Servants in; Ex- 
gland, and has ſeen Raciye's Tragedies 
in Holland with ſatisfation. And all 
the world knows her late Majeſty of 
Gloriobs Memory, was very —_—_ 
le 


ble to the” Theatre,” Hotiour'd" it” often 
with her Preſence, and rewarded boun- 
tifully* ſome of our. Comick Writers. 
Befides; the Drama*has been rag'd 
evn'by Commonwealths as well as 
narchs in. Athens, let Mr Collier \ay, 
what he will of the Sentiments of that 
Republick, ſpent more Money in the 
decorations of her Theatre, and in re- 
ing thoſe who ſucceeded there, 
than in all her Wars, it we may give 
eredit toPluterch,who you will allow as 
good an authority as the Short Viewer, 
&c- Neither did this wiſe af a 
learned Author comments on Plutarch, 
believe their Expence unprofitable,ſirice 
"was to inſpire their people with no- 
tions confermatis to the publick 
el You needed not have faid fo 
much to prove whag you delign b 
this argument z 'tis moſt conan Feb 
in all ages have been generous to the 
Poets, and - moſt to ſe who have 
pleasd 'erm on the Stage. There are 
very few exceptions, and thoſe not . 
worth naming; to Mr Congreve's general 
Aſſertion, that Kings never complain'd 
of the Theatre or 'the Poets. You 
lay 


79- 


_ 4 , J 2 Poy.. 1 4 - P u 
q P T "TY 
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y to. his 77th and 78th 
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Sev, It t you were latisfy'd 
fig ye before, _ 
endeavour'd to ,) that a 


-man might be made ridiculous 
es fie Oi pike? th 
__ niger er : A Few oy 

common right © 
only quoted MrHales to ſhew "he diff 
rence een ſome Clergy ang 
others. Such as Mr Hales will meet with 
no.. occaſion to 'have their  priviledge 
pleaded, but ſuch as our / 4 1am 


. who will _ be ſure. to jultle themſelves 


into their places, muſt expett forme rubs 
in their way. | 

Bev. My meaning is, if it were de- 
fign'd for the Theatre. 
_- Sav. He then would have had no- 
thing to- obje&t againſt the Athalia of 
Racme.Here agaih thisGentlemen ſhews 
has inveteracy to the Stage. He owns 
the Play to be good, religious and ſo- 


 lcmn. If fo, why not proper for an 


audience: to be entertain'd with it ; or 


' why does he obje@t againſt fo fine a 


Poem, purely becauſe Dramatick,unleſs 
he thought all ſorts Be 7 


_unſut-+ 


E 


— V7 TY 
wh,429 gp 

x 

- 


Ponds, Mod ee eat thing 
a Play- pleaſant 
he has already excluded ; now he for- 
ce promo with ſoletmn 
rehgious ſubjeas. ither the one 
purer; oregon. eaſe himy he'll al- 
low no Wit out of his own — 
regs metry any | 
7 Ir. Dd rae 1s 

No vPro pr Ie rs 

Saw. 1 believe it ; we have had ſeve- 
ral touches of his acquaintance with 
the French Tongue, and French Au- 
thors 


Bev. And | believe it was not. cad t 
Sev The Pretace would have giv'n 3 
figs reaſon to" have believ'd 0+ 
therwiſe, if he had ever read it. I 
wil not: fay by him as he does by 
, with reference to Pineds, 

Yhar' uſpeft he: never ſaw it ; for I 
have good ground to miſtruſt, that tho 
he has perhaps en it, he has not 
 readits: To anſwer lis belief at Once, 
Racime | tells you himſelf that it. was 
acted, and there are. thquſands living, 
who ſaw it on the Stage, which is a 
good argument againſt his infinuations, 
that it cannot be made uſeful. —_ 
Author 


by. 


Pref. to 
Ath. 


Def.p.79. 


fe deDies & ut pedr —— 


Bev.-T had a gl iſe of him 
Beſt of all, 'tis 9 than 7 wry of 
himſelf, ſometimes lewd but not little, 
there's « paradox for: ye. Well, I grent 
ſome people are both. - 

Sv. 1 deſir'd you to read thoſe ex- 
cellent dn; to remember you - of 
the Gentlemans ' breeding, and .to-ex- 
cuſe the Liberty.I take with him. That 
fome- people are both, bears a very civil 
C and is a taſte of that Lan 


4 which is refin'd from Bulling f 


$ Bows He means the pedanticd Cart 
Ariſtotle, Horace, Boſlu and Cn 

: . Cav. Why ſo poſitive, I'l1 affure him 
that neither Mr Congreve nor any body 
who-is acquainted- with Mr : Collzer's 
reading, could wever mean ſo. The 
Tranflation of Father Hedelin's Art of 


- the Stage, is doubtleſs what he meant ; 


| he may be furniſh'd with pedantical 


Cant 


If 'Mr Collier takes 
* ig10a y - 
more nonſenſe than | 


& 
S 
. 
+: 
'S 
= 
.- 
= 


>-WOmen ſeldom uſe jt in_the 


: 
12 
. 
z 
- "8 
$ 


FI) 


TH | 
27 
1:4 
£ 


did 


} 
--o 
| Þ4 
a: 
*h 
>5 
4: 
24 


Rocheſter, and the people to 
ing Sir Roger L' Eftraxge. 

2 I think however , his ſtile' is 
Sev. 1 ſhould think fo too 5 if he did 


"$1 
x 
5 


9. 


reliev'd from. | In civil:things of the 
higheſt confequence, agreements under 


mon Law, a man may endeavour-to do 
himſelf Juſtice, when others who! im- 
pos'd on his necefiities had :wrong'd 
| him, and yet be no Chegt- - Mr 
thought his bare ſaying So much for = 


Val. This condition was propos 


I refus'd it ;, but the preſent Im. 
es fag Godin fe the 


Mo- 


his 'Fathers Eſtate to: him, by-a Bond, 


and wou'd not you or . any man 


yours. If a Father mg 


o wicked as 
to take this opportunity, to armor 
ym 


Son to comply with his _ 
would not any Son do all that la 


his power 'to break ſuch a Contra, 


and mi 
ing 


Bev. I wou'd have afted as Valewtine 


did. 


Sav. 


| 86 ovondand » 
our [adverſary 
temptation ens ie he 
him, yet we ſhou'd vr arrog yn 
poſe be —_—_—— with a-perſon chat ſhould 


» ——_ 
| The Peek antoriy may ber- 
Szv.'T his Paragraph is-2 very great 


= 
ns 


3 lity and Merit who. frequent the Play- 
3 houſe, and divert themſelves with the 
Z repreſentations there. I'm fure the ufing 
Scripture/to back his- perſonal - Quarrel 
with the Poets is more Profane than the 
Liberties they are accu'sd of for E 

fing Holy perſons which is.abomi 
There never wasa holy perſon 4 
by thermoſt profligate writers... Every 
Parſon is not what he' ſhon'd be, -a 
Holy Perſon, and none but thoſe who 
are'not' ſo were ever. ridiculd. - They 
are the Hypocrites and | Cheats, who 
.- are difcoverd in their guilt, - and 
IF niſh'd with ſhame. - I beg your! 
for repeating. this vindication 
and again, 'twas-neceflary here | to 


the 0 m—_ in his pa 
Bey. 


_ 
__ tt _— —— ed Kd 


Compliment on'all the People of Qua- 


he is angry for nothing, and concern | 


_ 


| the Stage ?: $3. 


5 Was ai 


of which 1 gave many 
overſight of Leal. 
He thinks he has Mr Congreve 
now at an advantage, for preſuming-to 
lay the of the ow was an Over- 
t, this is not the only overſight 
ow made, their zeal often tran- 
one em, to do incongruous adtions- 
Sometimes they condetn d the Platonic 
Philoſophy,and then the Ariſtotelsar, the 
one was damnable at one time, and the 


other at another, one encourag'd and 


recommended by ſome Fathers, and ac- 
cusd and forbidden by others. Qri- 
gen -and ſome. more of 'em- fell into 
dangerous . crrours. by their ſtudy - of 
Plato, whom Tertull:«x (tiles > 4 Au- 
thor of 'the —_ of thoſe times. 


St An P—_— 
Fu gprngy » Ariſtotle 10 ba old Ae 
— ou _ _ 

turns e days both Plan 


and Motle are read. in our-Schools. 
The Author of the Letter to A. H. Eſq, 
has ſaid enongh on this matter. . The 
Fathers might err, and did err, as much 
as men do now. Their Authority with 
Reaſon and Scfipture on their fide is of 
G force, 


\ 


s py Jy "0 ot F< | ». 3% 
% wa l l ” ; : 
= | -"q * = -* 4 v.- > b 
force, otherwiſe of none, their ſayings | 


lire:of a Revolution} Preaching againſt 


may be refleted on'as well as ours, and 
are as lyable to -exception. , The 'ci- 
tations which Mr Colier has madefrom 
'em, and their weight, will be examin'd 
by a-perſon, who, I hear, nagapply's 
himſelf to ſtudy this matter care 
and induſtry. For my part, I take leaſt 
notice of his ſenſe of Antiquity, I look 
on- things as they appear now, and 
if there is nothing to'be (aid againſt 'em 
at preſent, and -much for them, had 
the Fathers, without COT 
Scripture, . thander'd more againſt 'em 
than the moft zealous of has did a- 

inſt the dodrine of the Antipodes, I 

uld/ not be byaſs'd by their autho- 
rity. 


Bev. "Twill ne're' fix the floating of our 


bumonrs, nor bring ws to the meſs of 


the Continent - to ſpeak more ſoftly, What 
is move likely to awaken our paſſions than 
theſe diverſions, and to fill ws with freaks 
and furtcits, and extravagant anmnſc- 
ments. - 

: Save Vl anſwet, if I can, as ſoftly as 
he-askt che Queſtion: ' Sowing Sediti- 
on, Infpiring- mens minds with the de- 


the 


E overt #2 { 


4 


being hang'd WtN 


wid it tun. 
Ukely to 'Iwaken our pail 


7s my r 
t may-lo e 
of « fork} nap. Hi g v: 


ſlight impreſſion on their” ns Ne the 
[wi t it {0on wears off, and-withourt h 

h amuſemengs”! Fr "fancies might - 
have "been worle 

. To the "FE of this Father ww 
ſhall 1 ſuljor thet of Horace. 
pt ov "his: "apthority from 

Horace, © not imagini ing you wor'd va- 


lue. what that «Bt of of Pon, any 


Criticks ſaid a the Drama. 


of the 
o Roe, "he pa 


Mos hey Wi mem 
bt Gs any thing new and extra- 


t- Tlic Chorus! that us'd to be 
-5 were i lewd 


Wl bo. mb &- concilietuy amicic. 
a iratos, ' amet peccare timentes, 
De, dapes Lauder Meuſe brevis, ille ſalu- 

brem, o7 
Wn Legeſque & apertis_otia Art 


day's wiſe. »' Deoſque precitur & 


abt cbeet fortuna ſuporbis. | 
Th has the office "of the x perſon' who 


CITES. we | 
ſuch” diſcipline.” The Verſes were fim- 


Theatre be under 
Pls and /"the Muſic the ſame, 


and 


ail q » the 
Houſe, which was a, aſwerab to, tl 


I CL AL x a 4 
”, 
s 4 


pa Rf, _ 


numbers of the people, |\ 


Tibia won, ut menc , arichelco vindZa, tu- 


Ras Jl tenxis fimplexque, foraming 
Apes, © PY Mag Choris erat utilis, at- 


Sa T4717 


Bo Joc Fla, thi i 1 , 


How then does Horace's authority | , 
with the. Fathers, Father ; 15 againſt AN 


the Stage; in gene only. ink 
Gan 8 aged Las og 


rampant in their behaviour and; wt 4 
and chang the ſimplicity and 5 Te 


of the Chorus, to a high 

ow range might ns the Theatre, as oft 
had been enlargd by i 2 
the Romans, then maſters of SR 


Doflquany coph Fa extendere vitor, i 
> aw ol 
5 nur vinogue gov; Mm: 


Latior ampl 
F w G 2 Pls 


0m I'S 


2 bes 4p dl 
#009 fot: tn 
farts werif4 RO aw 
Indodns A enini Be, 1iberqat 


borum 


Rjeeths ©4019 rorfuſur, pit Bdmeftdd 


Fam very: fat tizd i  Horabe by tne, 
that you might be ſatisfy'd what a fair 
atd «powe bread a aver t& 
deal with ; and this 1s the alithori 
Which he ina cb: in to Be Hoſtte 
He miſtook Horace tg-of £* 
corruption of the Ce Bo 
ſuring the Drama, he was led away — 
- Daerer's Marginal and 'f am apt 
ro ſuſpe& Marginat Notes an$ Indexes 
the 1ble part of his tead- 
or if ht had read a page-or two 
He iti Dacier, he woah Have found 


t”tis nor fo'# able' as he thinks 
to Fl 4:7 3 "bmmend the old Romans 


erg. the Theatre ; for 
modeſty of their Plays, 
by 


chile mocely thoſe times, which 
rot thditre the diſorders of the 
7 ey fir. Dic in the latter days of 


Daze \ays page bed of the 
7» vol. i in his remarks on: 


Al- 


QOtilinmg:; ſagax rerum &- divine fiturs, 


Ls A does w_ F the leaſt talk of _ 
. Lrageay im general, eaks only of the 
Charus, _ 


= explains how it _ to be 
corrupted from its icity. T hus 'tis 
plain for what oe fo his four rea- 
ſons for the Romans not frequenting the 
Theatre ſo much as they aid afterwards 
which reaſons Horace had given before” 
him, for no other end, bur to ſhew the 
virtue of the firſt Stage, and the vices of: 
the laſt, which no body can vindicate ; 
and yet no ſenſible man would be for 
deſtroying a Theatre, becauſe it has 
not | been always ſupported with the 
purity 1t requires. . You ſee now, thgt 
Dacier's authority is ruin'd from Dacter. 
himſelf as well as Horace. The pains 
he took with Ariſtotle's Arte Poetica, 
wherein the-Tragick Muſe is preterr'd 
to the Heroick, 1s a ſufficient argument 
that he did not believe the Theatre 
ought to be condemu'd as inconſiſtent with 
Prudence or Religion. | 

Bev. Mr Collier ſays as much.  4:#9- 
for innocent diverſion, I heve nothing 
to ſay againſt 'cxs. 


G 4 Saw. 


—_ _ faid as _ as he Ny rig 
2ga ge in general. His bring- 
ing in the Fathers who were for nos 
at al}, and a great many other hints of 
its danger, are good proof, that he 
would have the world at leaſt believe he 
15s not fot innocent diverſions,wheremen 
are to be made merry with Fools orHy- 
porrites. If he'is for ſach entertain- 
ments, why all this ſtir and noiſe? does 
he ſuppoſe 'tis impoſſible to write an 
innocent Play ? what would he make 
of Racine? Efther and Athelia? whatof 
a great part of Corneilles, and Monſieur 
Boyer's Tragedics ; and 1f fo much cart't 
be ſaid for our own in this point as for 
theFrench, 'tis becauſe our Poets err'd to 
_ pleaſe a humorous people, and never 

offended againſtDecency orReligion, but 
at the fame time broke thro their art : 
thoſe of 'em who gre moſt faulty know 
leaſt of what rhey profeſs; the little 
Writers that take for their whimſtes will 
not long pleaſe the Town, when their 
taſte is once refin'd ; then ſuch only as 
are maſters of their art will be applauded, 
and then MrCollier will have no need to 
complain for hitnſelf or the age; ' for 
this 1s certain, that a good Poet muſt 
write 


indecencies or impurities. Let. ſuch 
Writers be treated as Mr Collier pleaſes; 
I am of his opinion, that they cannot 
make an innocent diverſion. . Their 
knowledge of the Town, which they 
boaſt of, is a Science wy dare not tell 
how they came by, won, of their 
Dialogue, Impudenceand Extravagance : 
A |= ces for theſe is of ab» 
ſolute neceflity, and-the only way-to 
reform *'em 1s, to filence them.To which 
all that love: their Morals or Under- 
ſtandings, will conſent with joy. 


Bev. Mr Congreve goes on with bis p. vq. 


Panegyrick on his Country. 
. Sav. Mr Collier is not ſatisfy'd.* with 
engaging the Nobility, Clergy, - and 
Magiſtracy to his a ce, com- 
. plements now the whole Kingdom, and 
1s ſetting them againſt his Animadver- 
tor. Bev. 


| Boo. -hmmnhe 


P. 89. 


ſancwhs Bupon th wah i 


wells 
A EEOIELD Mr Collier fos 
an Engl; yp yes oy hang 


or his Nation, that be will nor 
the weekly heart of in End 
Felo de ſe's to be heard of in 

This controverſy is very 


the Parid Clerts, the Searchers, or Go: 
roners can only an end 
tot, to he's referr'd for fſatis- 
faftion. 


i Bev. From whence are all our Plots, 
Ec. Let thew come from whence they 
well, we had better have them than ſome 
Remedies. 

This is.not the firſt, fine thing 


Mr Glllier has ſaid of the Diflenters, he 


would ' not have \cajol'd them fo in 

Charles the Second's latter days, 
but he did not foreſee then | that he 
could have been ſo much a Schi(- 
matick, as to Diſſent from the Church, 
as by Law cftabliſh'd. 

Bev. But I ſtill crave leave to believe 
the 2 miſtaken conſcience is - more ſer- 
weceable thaw none at all. 

$av. He ſhall have leave to believe 
what he —__ for here he ſpeaks 
foftly. 


of a lewd Fellow, than a Quaker to 
the Orthodox Faith. 

Bev. He concludes his Book with anp 
wifeiy Buotation about Muſick, but 1 
ſhall paſs it over. 


Sev. 


to lay thinking reflexion ; 
the es prey to ſlide, drowns 
oraers mm, excites 4 
tive bum our, p49 the palſone X « por 
the faxcy, makes it open to 
throws a man off his Guard, keeps off the 
evade 0 Conſcience, makes way for an 
wwepreſſron, is mo celine 
At eff, efher the bees <d 
the aFion of « bad Poem, 5s true: to 
ſuwbjes and the tunes,are generally aw 
reli ivg. He tells out 0 xy end 
ome Muſick is dangerous 6 conring, 


Jon talks of one Tamarieys Oy 
jeng'd.fer beving g too patty to. 
Fiddle. [lier ;,grobably . —_ 


have XT a Pun. here, but [. 
reſolv'd todiſappoint him. If all theſe 


legations, ate , not enovgh 00 
Den ja woot 4 good diſpoſitions to Mulick, 
look over his laſt of his Short 


View, apd you ' will ſatisfy'd why 
he paſt  9ver anſwering Mr Corgreve y 
Quotation. Wy | 


Bev. 


he can \bew himſelf moſt, and make 
the beſt flouriſhes. 


Bev. The Ladies fancy ſock 
Bight is an allufion to 4 a Ng an 


Sev. Yes, we have ſech where he has 
learnt other things from that Author ; 
his forcible way of dividing his repe- 
titions,and hammerin A ny he till he 
has beaten it to uothing- you' re- 
ka whas we read jul now. ol of 
his Short View, concerping Mauſick,there 
are mary inſtances of his Rhetorick in 
Dr Eachard. 

Bev. The upper 06 Government is 


« pie expe 
pr 'l take his ward 
fort ; 'twould be hard if we ſhould 


refuſe him ſo nll a favour, after 
many proofs of his Eloquence /, 

the ©pdes end ofdTabſe, or an Alger 
a May-pole, would be much more in 


of Speech 
Hehe ihe! of Epithetes I have an- 
ſwer'd Ser x [y. F 
av. 


rap pk Sat bh usd. I once was 
about o make Collic of cha and 
ome w like 1t, particularl at- 
but T chought would be the Defuce 

| 'rwoul ligan 

head with Straws, ſo I left. 'em gy 
Readers. 

Bev. Well, but he attacks Mr Con- 
greze - for faults in ſtile too. - 

Sev. Examine him with the Monrning 
Bride, ard ſee whether they are not » 
ther boldnefſes of Expreſſion, beautiful 
in Tragedy, than Errors. Our Adverſa- 

is a$ likely to miſtake one for "the 0- 
x Bog as moſt I meet with. Reſpiring 
Lips and room of \Night, I am ture as 
Congreve has By them, oeoretorg CX- 
though ey. ved been parole, in 
© 


And 


And I the balm 0 7 
y nerf foill Fg robin Le 


No body expets that Mr Collier ſhould 


relliſh what he does not uaderſtand, 
but then he ought not to make ex- 


Bev. b the beſt Image of a parcel of Cats 


rang up 4 w \ 


Sev. Mr Collier's limages are ever poor 
and filthy, 4 litter of Whelps, a — 
; £owe 4 parcel of Catts and drown'd 
The man has a very Gentleman- 
like manner of thinking, and - ates 


DO _ treated on ſome ſu 
w] e an opportunity to 
guiſh himſelf better. I defire you 
wou'd be ' ſhort with his Criticiſms, we 
have ſeen | already, what a Judge he is 
of La and Poetry. He talks ill e- 
nough- in his own way, but it muſt be 
more wretched when he's out on't,. his 
1s aS awkard as his B 
he aims at” ſometbing in both, but ne- 
ver looks more ridiculous, than when 
he wou'd 'appear. moſt witty -or civil, 
which every one muſt do, that does 
not know what 1s nature in both, as 
you'll 


of hin now ? 

Beo. I have not that Glorious Idea 
of him, which before poſleſt me, but 
ſtill why did the Town cry him up fo 
much if there's nothing in ham. 


Sev. Mr Colfier will rait aloud at me 
for incivility, ſhou'd\[ pretend to accuſe 
the Town of weakneſs, and a Town 
where there are as many men of good 
Senſe, and true Wit as any in the 
World. Yet this very Town has al- 
—_— extreamly __ in her 
favours to men 1m their t 100. 
She has all along ſet up wry 7a 
or another to ſport with, blown him 
vp -with her - praiſes, and at my 

im 


F Gentlemen's writiogs:in a 
' eternal oblivion? The Play-tiouſe 


way of pong 


:than he 
Since the Stage 


= ſet about-it ? 


H 


ofa 'T +3: tiazk ' to 
= o:the faults powerful: * Par: 
_ uy, ane the«4 . would :encou- 
and to means of bring» 
*1agahe Theatre to reaſon without en- 
to dcfiwoy'it. No: __ o_ 
_—— think n= 
in'fo wild #n- 
_— my to ng - 
h:way the in a way 
'/ pleaſo ee Jorkbews ——_—— 
Virtue, and niake the 
tainments their moſt ſenſible and uſd 
po ures! 
We oy talk of this 'hereafter, 
om li-read thatpart of the 
which cenfares the 'Short 
Vindicarion ofthe Relapſe, '&c. 
' Sev. It; graws- late, OE 
had.enought of. Mr Collier-at 
if.yow are nor:otherwile engag'd, well 
Tut "over: that tomorrow :: And Cla- 
ret now. will be much more refreſhing, 
after.a tedious converſation : about our 
INIT 3 | 
I am not fo very-eager 
with all my ' kind: Gn bad, at | 
once, but Ican adjourn the diſpute for 
a Bottle. To REI; if you pleaſe, | 
TX well 


The Third Dialogue. 


T' 


Bewill, Savage. 
Bev. F \ Ood morrow , Sir , Excel- 
lent Wine and a Friend 
like you are not ſoon to be 
with. I little thought to have been 
{o very troubleſome to you, and made 
a night on't ; but when we are ſet 
in, and like the Company, 'tis bard 
to iſe, one's ſelf what time we 
leave it. 

Sav. I am glad any thing tempted 
you to ſtay with me till morning, we 
drank little in compariſon of what they 
= for ny doſe in Convent-geardern. [ 

the Claret agrees with you- 
ye To a miracle. I inCaipagh - 
H 2 & 


ferene next- day 4s-you ſee me now, 
drinking ſuits not at all with my 
conſtirution, and I pay for the pleaſure 
of the night by my qualms and vapours 
after it. But now my head is as clear 
as Nature made it, 'and you ſball find 
that I can read Mr_ Collier anon with- 
out interruption. 

Srv. Why not before dinner? . for 
you may be ſure I'll not let you ſtir till 
we've din'd, fince the Wine fits ſo well 
with you, we'll make an end with him 
be of hand. I ſhall have = to ob- 
xt againſt the Scruples in the Reply 
than thoſe in the Defence ; for, 651 
pay all the deference in the world to 
the author of. the Relapſe, for his Wit, 
and the Moral of that Play, which I 
think very inſtruftive, yet I own there 
are ſome Liberties in his Comedies , 
eſpecially the . Provok'd Wife, which 
Mr Coffrer had reaſon to cenſure. How - 
ever, we'll ſee if he does not wreſt his 
meaning ſometimes as well as Mr Cor 
greve's and indeavour to make his er- 
rors an argument for putting an end to 
the Drama. 

Bev. One freedom betrays me to a- 
nother ; if you'll promiſe to. ſee the 
N new 


y ; 
* 


a4 FTRIEVITY nds þ COTIEY 
F 4 _ « 5” ; - Rc” p X ts 4 
© Reffe: ws on the Stas 


new Tragedy with me in the evening, 
FI ;your 1avitation. | 
Sev. You mean Rizaldo and Armida. 


Bev. I have heard of-no other. 

Sev. With all my heart, I have ſeen 
it 3 or 4 times already, but the Muſick 
is ſo fine, and the Play pleaſes me fo 
well, that I ſhall not think it a burthen 
to keep you on thoſe terms. - 

Bev. I never ſaw it ſince the third 
day, and was then alone ; your judg- 
ment will very much confirm the plea- 
ſure I had at that entertainment. 

Sv. Well refer this diſcourſe till 
we are in the Pit, and now let's fit and 
talk with our friend Mr Collier. 

Bev, You know the reading him 
is my task, by agreement, ſo pray 
don't break in on our Articles. 

S$av. I can hardly compliment you ſo 
far, do as you wall. 


Bev. The Vindicator and his Brethren P. 98. 


have 'an admirable way of defending. 
themſelves from indecencies, if you qetet? 
them they tell you "tis your own conſiru- 
Fion. 

Sv, Is not his conſtruftion of Not 4 
woman kind,and cirelingFoys tread round. 
the happy year,is not that Bawdy only in 

H 3 our 


AT 


P. 98. 


cuoghinicn; ab !ifies 
re ein Moto fe tee 
em off into a Ii 


DESI S 


to be abominable, in Phe {i 
oi lenatios wendd cant 'cn p 
this affirmation of his ad can you rad 
for him ? 

Bev. You are warm already. 

Sev. Is there not reaſon for this ve- 
hemence, to ſee a man guilty of ſuch 


' unfair dealing, to find 'it rm _ 


him, and yet to meet him end 

ing to throw off lies roarerds ſach im im- 
potent railery, is (i 

the moſt calm Reader that 291 wa 
his Short View, or his ce. And 
ou fee he ambles on with his brisk 


anſwer for. yr 7 one of Gre od 


* and Evil was 


card ay 5 17m I'm aſham'd 
to repeat ſuch ſtuff, oj tHe 
pou mig oe roi re nd 
a | and” 

faulty are all one ; if there is any dif- 
ference, crimmal 1s the ſtronger word , 
which he enforces with a weaker. He 
means 


t things, as Poyfon, 
of Bloons, my a fault as 
_—_ none, _ La res 
Fr bas dane fo, has boon prod, awd 


don't jn the leaſt queſtion. This Parg+ 
graph 1s a Nowparea/ for the pert turn 
of his Sentences, unlels it be 6 
where, you have almoſt .a Sente 


of hjs -wprds, Be s vp k wy 

ſenſe, tho one can't blame a man that 

has but lieds ſhock tphe ſparing in bi 
Bev I foe you ug ruſponl' and 


yet you are not | 
Mankind, who | o—_— 
H 4 Sev. 


they give way tg; 


example of Gow! ton, 

and the anthotity of Pere Boſſu. Cow- 
ly takes the whole parable of 'the Pro- 
- Oe og 
1 to his' in his Miſtreſs. 
Yon'need only read thoſe Verſes, and 
the other Copies m that part of his 
Book, to be mform'd | how he has ta- 
ken from the moſt Religious Stories, to 
make comparifons- for his Love. Fl! 
Hot vindicate this in him, nor in the 
Stage-writers, -y&t tis -an t that. 
the beſt of Poets have andre of 
ſerious” phraſes; and none till now 
thonght 'em ſo flamingly wicked fort. 
If profatieneſs in any Character ought 
ngt to be excus'd;” affeftation- certainly 
may, 


| 


= 


Hh | pr 
any perſon 

Lap pokes If a woman affects 
has it not, let the cheat 
verd as 'handſomly as may be, 


making her appear rampant z 


to the fair, that he thinks it a piece of 
rudeneſs to 


Bev. We don's ſee Comedy garniſh'd 
with | My" eo 7 w 7 qa 
. Sev. I keep to my firſt principals, and 
when 1: deliverd up Mr eve's 4th 
Poſtulate to Mr Collier, 1 not the 
_ reſerve for't, -_ ——_ 
objected againſt the or 
I don't ſtop now to vindicate 
the uſe of Scripture phraſes, by ſaying 
| that Parliament ae 6s wy have 
been a garniſh to y. I chink 
'<m none, and that 'tis impudent to 
ſhew a Senator making ridiculous ha- 


rangues. Whatever opinion a _ 
as 


P. 1c9. 


The Senator in Venice pre- 
ſerv'd was copy'd from ſome body that 
the Court 'd then to laugh art, 
and the Oration he makes 1s _not- the 
leaſt part of the 
that will rather laugh than cry take at 
that Tragedy. | Yet ſuch things. thou'd 
be utterly exploded, and had not been 
nam'd, it Mr Collier had not fo frankly 
ſaid we dow't ſee, Bcc. 464 

Bev. _—_ —_— SP I won't 
take his word in the buſine/s of Pimpeng ; 
under favor he does :me wrong, 1 never que- 


ftion'd 


- This is ore as Lan- 
guage which t tranſlated 
Ne Bullivgſtr. as well as he-can ba 
gives it an air of railery ; but: would 
2 man "take it- kindly to be call'd 
Pimp.in affe&ed phraſe ? or will the 
IT the 
affront the leſs 2 If a Raſcal ſhould tell 
fron the los? If a Ralel Choud ll 
to ſome other man beſides your Father, 
or elſe you had never-came into the 
world, would not you uſc him-as fcur- 
vily as if he calld you 8on-'f a 
Whore ; and yet this 
rmpoſes himſelf on us for a man of 
reeding, decency, ceremony, 'and- all 
yeng we know not how he came by 
chem, nor when he will diſcover his 
accompliſhments, but at preſent we will 
not take his word for 'em. 
Bev. He tells you, tis a dull thing not 


to thing not dull from « 
Nirſe. rap h, as flender people 


are entertaining ſometimes. 
Sav. 


have Humonr. 

Srv. Then 'tis -plain he thinks a 
Nurſes Humour might be taking with- 
out Wit. I'll ſay no more on this 
matter, there 'are a hundred ſtories 
ſcurrilouſly told of the Prue's and the 
Abigalls, the Chaplains and the Clerks, 
nd man might have too great a 
temptation if he thought much more | 
ont. | b 


Bev. 


-— TRE fOC WEIR your paſ- 


Sev: He that would be out of hu- 
mour” with Mr Collier for this Para- 
graph,” is certainly not 'to be pleas'd 


on any terms. ;-and when a man does 


ſo much to make*'one merry, 'twere 
cruel to diſappoint_him, 


Bev. Toplg the downright Wife, and Pp. u2. 


Cuckold bias. y 

Sav. Here he endeavours to wheedle 
the Ladies to his -fide by his civility, 
_ he _ gas 7 a ruin their 

agreeable pleaſure by attacking 

the 5 firve a looſe nd 
his kind is a revenge for a Wife who 
has not Honour nor Religion to 
ſerve her, without theſe 02s i 
ſentmett would prevail over all of 
them. For who could bear being a- 
bus'd and not ſeek for ſatisfaftion ? 1 
believe ſhould he without Fſting call 
ever a one of thoſe Ladics he makes his 
Addrefles to downright Wife, ſhe would 
not take it for raillery, whatever Bel- 
linda meant it. . 


Bev. This Gentleman is known to beP. 11s. 


a Maſter of ſtile. 
Sev. 


L' Stran. 


af” 6 He 44 to be & fn ſome 
caſes, particularly that which the 
French call ToI mgage des Hales, no 
oor gh that manner of 
bp more ſucceſs ; and be- 

Gp he pleas'd the people, "who are 
charm'd with Malice , however *tis 
ap 470 them, _ Mr Colier tells -_ 

e is known to. be « Maſter of ſtile ; 
be ſure he thought him ſo, or bd 
not have induſtriouſly imitated his 
Obſcrvators and p's Fables. The 
Moon was one time in a heavy twitter, is 
a beauty of $ with which Mr 
Colber, 1 ſuppolc, was extreamly pleas'd, 
or ah why did he go ſo'far out of 
the way, to-make Sir Roger ſo whim- 
fical a Compliment. Was there any 

reaſon to quote him, when the late 
Archbiſhop, the Biſhops of Salicbury 
and Rocheſter, and Dr Burnet of the 
Charter-Houſe, have ſo often usd Pro- 
vidence in his own ſenſe of the word, 
which 1s indeed its true 4 
and theſe are Gentlemen whoſe excel- 
lence of ſtile, neither the Court nor 
People ever diſputed, but they were 
too Loyal for his purpoſe, he would 
confine Elegance to his Party, tho he 


might 


might well refer us to his friends. 
in beland 


| "Bev. You are wonderfully 
with Sir-Roger, or elſe y6u would not 
have kept your ſelf ſo long from the 


Sev. I was not ſorry at this oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak my ſentiments of the 
Knight ; I caſte for my ſelf,if my reliſh 
of his Language agrees not with ochers, 
let thoſe who oppoſe it, give me bet- 
ter reaſons for't than his reputation ; I 
never could be toucht with his rude 
_— rallying, nor take his buffoon- 


 —_—_ _ a care, you will offend 
inſt decency, to ay of a Chevalier, 


t his wit 18 ,1$ an error 
in manners, which the Replzer will ve- 
ry much ſcruple to forgive you. 


Sev. I have faid it, and any Knight 
in Chriſtendom, who talks in the 


phraſe of his Squire, may expett the 
ſame freedoms from tne 


Bev. Enough of him, at this rate 
we ſhall ly get over the Reply 
before dinner. 

Sav, Diſpatch it as faſt as you 
pleaſe, I am as weary on't as you can 


b 


be, and with- more reaſon, for I have 
2» m_ey > p - | 

* -Bev. His lame excuſe CharaFer 
F: and Manners, I have Seo al- 
read 
Bev. Are you of his opinion againſt 
the arguments and authorities I gave 
you yelterday. 

Bev. 1 think Satyr ought to have no 
deference for any one for his Quality, 
either in the Church or out on't, un- 
lefs it touches the heads of either the 
Civil or -Ecclefiaſtical Government , 
which wou'd be to- aim at the foun- 
dation of both, but for this 
(Bellinda's bleſſing  I-ſuppoſe there's 
no excuſe; becauſe, tho the ridiculouſ- 
neſs of ſome people wearing a Caſlock, 


may be d, R or 

| Phraſes, lier ee by the -uſe the 

makes of ther, ought not to be med- 
dled with on the Stage. 

Sev. I make the ſame difference as 
you do, between the perſons and 
the things; and the Vindicator ought 
to have more diſcreet. 

Bev. I perceive the little Juſtice I en- 
deevonr'd to do that order. 


Saw. 


FS 
= > * 


” | 


ſervices to the Gown, in the pains | 
{apy to aſſert their priviledges, and 
{tickle for their precedence. He was 
not fatisfy'd with the haran he 
troubled us with in his Short View and 
the ce, but we muſt have their 
r ces rung in our ears too 1n 
the Reply. Would he have an Ambaſ- 
ſador travel like a Carrier, with a Port- 
manteax behind, tho I ſeldom ſee a Car- 
rier with a Portmanteau behind him. 
I have ſeen a very honeſt Gentleman 
with a Sack of Corn under him, who 
was not at all aſham'd of his advance- 
ment. I'll quickly have done with 
this controverſy, let him continue it 
as long as he pleaſes. We have ſeen 
how far the Clergy may be laught at, 
without concerning their office or order 
in their Quarrel, and by this time I 
ſuppoſe you are convinc'd of his ſo- 
phiſtry, and that the Poets neverin - 
tended to affront the Clergy in _general, 
by their treating thoſe who delerv'd it 
as ſcandaloully as they liv'd. . 
Bev. They had nature at their beck,an 
carryd-Omnipotenee about then. 


I Sav, 


puts he lrg gy in mind of hisP. 116. 


a # 
” . 


$tv. To ſay the Apoſtles were Om- 
nipotent., 11S 2 which will 
ſtartle many good Chriſytans, and 
which the Church it{elf would fcarce 
countenance. I took the liberty to op- 
poſe him in his Theology before, 
when he preferr'd a bad Conſcience 
to none at all. I am't fo civil to. fin- 
ners, -as to imagin they are wicked, 
becauſe they know no better, neither 
will I give credit to an Atheiſt, when 
he tells me he believes there's no God, 
nor can I conſent to what Mr Collier 
has ſaid of the Apoſtles, at leaſt not as 
he has expreſt it. That they did Mira- 
cles is as certain as that we read they 
did (o,but 'twas not by the omnipotence 
they carry'd about them. "Twas the 
Fower which the Holy Ghoſt commait- 
ted to 'em in return of their Prayers, 
tor the conviction of the unbelieving 
world on cxtraordinary occafions.They 
could have detended themſelves from 
ſufferings, and ſoon have converted 
both Jews and Gentiles, had their pow- 
er been perfe&. Theirs bad its bounds, 
which were cnlarg'd at the pleaſure of 
the only omnipotent. Mr Collier more 
than once has err'd in his Gas 4 
e 


|, "he muſt be very much pe 
now 'T-'remember the great Apoſtle 
the Gentiles St-Paxl, was before his. 
converſion call'd | Saxl, a Lirmg _ 
whit as wa mem as Jehbn. ly 
in his Davideis ſays of Sal, , 


While San) and Hell, &xc + Pavid 


A man- that is not a Maſter. of Arts 
withouta great deal of reading, might 
have confounded the Divine for his 
being ſo poſitive in things. which he 
muſt not.have ftudy'd over caretully to 
make ſuch errors. 

Bev. Let him prattice the ſame liberty ,,, 
on a Tudge or a Lord Mayor, and fee | 
how the Jef will take- 

Sav. There is no equality in the 
compariſon, a Judge as one of the 
heads of the Law, the Lord Mayor as 
the head of the City, onght not to be 
ſhewn ſcandalous, tho Judges and 
Lord Mayors too have been brought 
on the Stage, in King Charles the Se- 
cond's Reign. Bur a man with a Bar- 
I 2 Gown 


Gown and Livery: 


d o - Ps s 
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wn, has not the 


Game, priviledge. - . 
waking the Law or the City contemp- 
tUble that way, if Citizens and Law- 
yers. take care by their a&ions not to 
give-the world other reaſons for think- 


11g.'em ſo. The Houſe of, Lotds is 


one of the States of the Kingdom, and 
to jelt on 'em 1s certainly the higheſt 
breach of manners, but every Lord in 
private and out of his Robes has not 
the like pretences to exception from 
{caadal., if he's the ſubje&t on't. 'Tis 
tune to have. done with this diſpute, 
we have had it over and over again in 
{o-many places, that 'tis as'tireſome to 
vindicate the Poets, as to read Mr Col- 
lier's Charges againſt '*em, on the affair 
of ceremony, which the worſt of 'em 
1s asgood a Judge of as himſelf. * 
Bev. Is it the office of a Comickh Poet 
to imitate Jaſtice, then certainly Rewards 
end Puniſhments ought to be rightly ap- 
ly'd. 
OS If Rewards and Puniſhments 
ought to be apply'd, the Guilt as well 
as, the. Merit ought to be' exposd. 
A man muſt not be condemn'd for no- 
thing, nor can the Audience judge of 
e 


ere's no fear of 


V1194 


Ps as the Stage 
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& | the In- 


dictment. The man appear 
| wicked, before he can be puniſh' 

his wickedneſs ; and how can' he ap- 
pear ſo but by bis words and pBtiont: 


If he 1s ww in one, the Adverfary 
fays he's not to be ſeen for his ſax. 
If in the other, 'tis breach of Manners 
and Decency., 'Tis very ſevere ulage, 
me_ moſt bring on a perſon purely 
pimiſh him, 2a, not let the Andi- 
adobe how he has deſerv'd it, Mr 
Collier owns Rewards and Puniſhments 
ought to be apply'd, and of conſe- 
= contradicts all that he has ſaid 
ut Charatter and Manners. ' If the 
Poet does not corrett vitious men, he 
errs in the Condu@t of his Play, and 
there's no excuſe for him. If he does, 
Mr Collier fays 'tis his duty. The main 
difficulty - is, how it muſt be done not 
ro offend him. He muſt be brought 
or the Stage and ſome one tell the Au- 
dience, (as the French knock their un- 
fortunate Hero's on. the head) That 
the poot fellow has been very wicked 
behind the Scenes, and is brought out 
to be manag'd for't, but not a word of 
his lewdneſs; which is much like, as if 
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Dy | Ts & pare well well 6 
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cd and.not. order'd his :ac- 

2; igang read, . but they. did .not 
ke that. Juſtice ſhould yield to 
And perhaps the publicati- 


Dea... rial, has been as prejur 


dicial to the age, as the moſt; wtious 
Fo which = ay pres ten f£ 

vi this means. 
1 FO a ef map which tall, then 
they corp mover heard of ; and, yet. Ju- 
we, thought , the ill conſequence of 
preading that , would not coun- 
tervail the hat paper, the people might 
reap by being deterr'd from. ſo infa» 
mous a villany,, when, they were, ac- 
quainted with its puniſhment. 

Bev. For to ſhew a Religions perſon ri- 
diculous, is. the way to ys the nas 
ture of good and evil. 

Sev. "Tis granted, but the perſons 
introduc'd'on the Stage, are not thoſe 
truly Religious | people, whoſe are 
are miſmarkt ; they are the Hypoc 
and Cheats that abuſe their —_— 
and 


and make Godlineſs a colour to their 
Vices. / I never knew in the moſt pro- 
fligate Comedies, a man ridicul'd. that 
was ſincerely religious. The Teſtimonys, 
the Sinirks, the Spintexts, the Say-graces, 
8cc- are of a quite different nature, 
and they are not in the leaſt miſmarkt. 


Bev. Does 2 man who argues againſt®: "26. 


Conſcience, and talks like an Atheiſt, 
never ſpeak his mind. 

* Sev. If -a man who talks like an A- 
theiſt ſpeaks his mind; what is he but 
an Atheiſt > Mr Colfier has a pretty 
way with him, as to his fimilies. 
Now to anſwer the Queſtion as  pe- 
remptorily as he askt it. A man born 
in Ergland, who has had the benefit of 
Chriftian Education, can't ſpeak his 
mind when he talks like an Atheiſt. 
The truth of our Doctrine 1s fo con- 
yincing, . that there never was in our 
Nation an Atheiſt, but in aftefation, 
or one whoſe Debauches made him 
defire his Creed might not be[truec : 
And this 1s the reaſon. Why whey a 
Libertine pleads in his own defence; he 
muſt not be ſuppos'd to be in earneſt. 
Monſieur de 12 Bruyere lays in his Chap- 
ter of the Wits of the Age ; There never 

| ] 


4 was 
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Was —_ thing as au Atheift. And 1 

d «bluſh for-the Adverſary when 
he asks ſuch impertinent Queſtions, but 
that I hope when he reads 'em again, 
he'll bluſh for 'em himſelf. He's the 
firſt Divine that cver made a doubt of 
the Libertines believing againſt their 
pradtice, 'or that indeed 'twas poſſible 


" for a man to be born in Chriſtendom, 


and be an Atheiſt from his Soul. The 
Faith of many may be very ſceptical 
and uncertain z there may be ſome who 
have ſcruples concerning revelation, 


 thoof thoſe who pretend to argue a- 


gainſt it, not one in a thouſand thinks 
as he talks; but a real Atheiſt isa 
monſter, which no body ever met with 
beſides Mr Colier, and I hope he ftor- 
got himſelf when he ſeem'd to imply 
that a man may be bred in vids 
and yet ſpeak. his mind when he denies 
the being of a God. I'm fure he was 
was not very Ceremonions to his 
ſpecies, in ſuſpeCting there could be one 
of them worſe than the Devil, who 
is ſaid to believe and tremble, as well 
as curſe and revile. 
Bev. This ſqueamiſbneſs 'tis poſſible 
drew down the ſeverity of the Poet. : 
aU. 


» "4-24 On, 8s. 
' Sev. +And what: would 'Mr Colier 
get by't, -if the Vindicator confeſt ir. 
A woman that : affe&s to ſeem modeſt, 
is whimſically nice in her words and 
actions to outward appearance, while 
in her heart ſhe's as gallant as thoſe 
who diſcover their -minds freely ; is 
not ſuch-a one more hurtful than 
the other 2 does not. a Hypacrite 1n- 
jure Religion more.than a Rake, as-an 
Enemy in our boſom is more dangerous 
than one that - attacks us openly. A 
Hypocrite cheats himſelf, and endea- 
vours to cheat his Maker ; a Scoundrel 
only deceives himſelf. The man we 
deal with has a ſtrange tenderneſs for 
Hypocriſy, which is unaccountable in 
a perſon of his pretences. 


Bev.. And 1 ſuppoſe the main reaſon Þ. 126. 


of his ſaying the Play-houſe contributes 
to. the happineſs of the Nation. 

Sav. It he has read Mr Demis, he 
would have found other reafons for 
his aflertion 5 and fince he conteſles 
that Author was ingenuous, in acknow- 
ledging lewdneſs promoted by the 
Stage, he ought to have follow'd his 
Example,and dealt as ingenuoutly with 
him. Mr Dernis and all good Judges 


have 


129. 
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have blam'd the--modgrn Writers. for 
their licentiouſneſs, but the fault is not 


in the 


e, the humour of the Age 
gave em 


the temptation to break 


thro their Art to pleaſe it z and Mr - 


Dennis. in the fame Book has ſhewn us, 
that the Theatre might be rendred, and 


:has' been very ufetul 'to Mankind '-in 


general, and this' Nation in. patticular. 
Mr Collier whenever - he thinks fit to 
tall on the Volunteers; will find it not 
very eaſre to an{wer' what the Gentle- 
man we are ſpeaking of has ſaid in vin- 
dication of the Drama: . FRIED 

Bev. The Vindicator pretends much to 
morals' and inſiraifion about Loveleſs 
and Amanda. 

Sav. At our firſt meeting you may 
remember I ſaid ſomething to you on 
the Moral of the Relapſe, which in my 
Opinion 1s one of the beſt I ever met 
with mn Comedy. .The Moral of the 
Fool in Faſhion gave the hint which [ 
tuppoſe the Relapler was well ac- 
quainted with,” and he has purſu'd it 
admirably in this other Play. + \ 

Bev. I have not forgot what, you 
{aid on it, I am. more reconcil'd to\Vir- 
ine in danger, than. I was when I firſt 
read the Short View. Sav. 


| 
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.., $«2.. 1:had not. then ' {een what the 

thor had reply'd againſt his Adver- 
ſary's ObxQtions : But J perceive our 
Sentiments were the ſame, and I hit his 
de which indeed any one might 
da that was not reſolv'd to miſtake it. 
Let's ſee now what Mr Collier ſays for 


"02g 5 


himſelf. He talks of a Veniſon Puſh 
Y Þ: 129. 


ond the Lords. Prayer, wiſhes heart! 
that, the Relapſer might never fall into 
temptation, and would throw oft the 


ANREIEn ſometimes with a grave JQok, 


and ſometimes with a ſmile. 


Bev. He would make Loveleſs and A- P. 230. 


manda the chief Charatter, and to gain 
this he breaks thro the rules of the Dra- 


M1.4. 


Sav. I will by no means attempt to iviq. 


anfwer . for the Author of the Relapſe ; 
that he conſider'd much the Unities of 
which the Relapſer is ſo fond. His 
Plays are extreamly irregular in the 
Condugt, but there's the Spirit of Co- 
medy in them. The Dialogue is lively, 
the Humour new and diyerting + the 
Gentlemen has a great deal of Wit, 
which is more deſirable than a great 
deal of reading. I can't allow Mr Col- 
lier to be a Judge in theſe matters. 1 
know 


16. 
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know how he came by his Criticiſms, 
and whoever d on ſuch informa- 
tion, will blunder as he has done. 

Bev. But let his prevate deſign. 

Szv. The Title of his Play, the in- 
trigue which gives it its name, the de- 
fign of the Author, which every one 
converſant with the art, ſaw as ſoon as 
the Comedy made its firſt appearance, 
all things publickly markt out what 
h nt by it. Why then does the 

ry call it his private deffgn, be- 
cauſe he did not nd hee it, at that 
rate there are a great many 1mportant 
parts of Learning ſuftering under too 
much privacy. 

Bev. Young Faſhion, Lord Fopping- 
ton, Oc. wake the principal figure. 

$av, Becauſe they are the moſt ridi- 
culous ; folly muſt be very taking 
with the Adverſary, that he's ſo nicely 
civil to'r when 'tis accompany'd with 
Quality. I thought the men of ſenſe 
and the fine Gentlemen were always 
the Principal Figures of a Play. Lord 
Planuſible , at his way of comment- 
ing, 15 the chief Character of the Plain 
Dealer : there's none but himſelf Re. 
Hon- | 'Fis true, ſome: would be apt 
tQ 


'Þ, os EY Ge ah 
to fancy his foppery made him look 
little, but theſe are a rude unthinking 
ſort- of people, who don't know the 


difference that is due to Title, and the 
reſpets they owe a Coxcomb of Qua- 


lity. . 
: . As for poor Lovelace, he ſinks in P. 130. 
the fourth = 


. What then ? Why you may gobi. 
look, Sagely reply'd, and in fewer words 
than he generally makes uſe of. 

Bev. The Vin cator makes a ſhyfft to ib- 
ſay, that if the Play had ſunk m the 
fourth AF, it had been better than 'tis by 
juſt 20 per Cent. &c. Does not this 
confeſſron prove the truth of my Remarks, 
and that Loveleſs was a Chara&er of In- 
feriour conſideration. 

Sav. What in ſaying, that he wiſht 
the Play had been concluded, when 
that CharaQter appear'd no more ? You 
muſt obſerve always that when Mr 
Collier asks a Queſtion, 'tis not out of 
any doubt whether or no he's in the 
right, he never leaves the Reader at 
liberty to deny him, and you muſt un- 
derſtand him every where as in this 
- place, where he means, that thir con- 
feſſion proves the truth of his Remarks, 


when 
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when i proves the! quite 'contrary. 
The Author ſays, all +4, mane pot 
Loveleſs goes off the Stage, is trivial 
and infignificant, and he wiſhes the 
Play ended, as ſoon as Loveleſs's 
cy nh OVeT. 
. Does the main perſon uſe to d 

fo long before the ery 4 A”, 

Sev. How muſt we take him here, 
1s he talking of Comedy or Tragedy. 
The death of the Hero in a Tragedy, 
ought ſure to be immediately before 
the Curtain drops; but I ſuppoſe he 
only changes the expreſſion, to ſhew 
how he can flouriſh with his Eloquence, 
and this main _ dying folong be- 
tore, is the ſame as ſinking. If fo, 
there are inſtances of the main On 
diſappearing in the fourth AQ, but 
they are vitious according the rules of 
the Drama, and onght not to be fol- 
low'd : Tho we have fecn one of the 
beſt Tragedies of the laft age, where 
the perſon who employs the greateſt 
part of the Poem, never appears at all, 
and yet he gives the Play is name, I 
mean the Pompey of Corneille Suppoling, 
m ſhort, the” Relapſer has in Loveleſs's * 
vaniſhing, ſo carly err'd in- one ge” 
® 


of his Condu&, 'tis not an error 1 
the. ' Chief, which is the Moral ; and 
his Virtue ought not to be que- 4 
ſtion'd for his being too free with the bL 
principles of his Art. (-£ 
Bev. And pretends I have ridicul'd'* '7 
the Morality. 
Sv. To ridicule was not in-his pow- .Y 
er, he has rail'd at it, and been unfair 
.to the Author, in impoſing a Fable 
| and Moral on him, which he diſowns 
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with Reaſon, and there's no iſt caſt 
before the Readers eyes in this buſi- 
neſs, but what he conjur'd up him- 


ſelf. 
Bev. [ was mot examining the Mp-165- 
ral. CO | 


Sav. I believe he did know what he 
was about, and I hope I ſhall convince 
you that I am not too ſevere with | 
him, for ſaying ſo in page 209 of the 14 
Short View, he tells you, he't/ ſpend 
ſome more thoughts than ordinary on the 
RN and examing briefly the Fable, 


the Moral, and the Chara#ers. The | 
Fable he ſays, he takes to be as fol- 19 
lows. ; 


Fa- 


, - 
FE, 
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Faſhion, « lewd young Prodigel. younger. 
Brother, &c. F 


He tells you here, he was not examin-- : 
ing the Moral, and in _ his Short View 
he was. He agrees mightily with him- 
ſelf; however, this we llexcuſe in him. 
It that is the Fable of Virtze in danger, 
- the Moral of the Play muſt neceſlarily . 
riſe from it , and be in part what he 
lays ig is, how then can he ſay that he 
did not examine the Moral, when-he 
lays down what the Fable is- {6 poſt 
tively. They are inſeparable, and he 
could not talk-of one without unplying 
.the other. A. Play cant have two. 
Adions and two Morals regularly, but 

{ome underplots (as we call them) are 
by many - 1nexperienc'd / writers: {pan 
out to the length of the main action. 
This Mr Collier miſtook, as I-told yau 
at firſt, wilfully or ignorantly-, - and 
thence very. preſumptuouſly affirm'd the 
Play is mifcall'd. -This he 1s now a- 
ſham'd of ', and, would diſown, but he 
did examine the Moral in examyjning 
the Fable, and to read the Page I have 
cited, will be enough to ſatisfie you far- 


ther from his own words. Bev. 
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—_ in Molex 
Manners in a Poetick 


Sev. If 'twas in a Poetick fenfe, he?. TY6 


ſhould have diſtinguiſhe between the 
Fable and the Manners. If he had ſaid 
the Manners of the Relapſe were defici- 
ent, few would have contradicted him, 
but he pretended to unravel the Fable, 
and point out the Moral, which in a 
Poetick-ſenſe differs ſomething from the 
manners. The Moral of a Play may 
be good, when the —_— of part 
of -- CharaGters are nau 

Bev. Thmws it appears the = be makes 
ſo much noiſe with, lyes in his own Ta- 
bles. 

Sav. You ſee how it appears ſo, and 
who can with patience read him talk 

y of his Victory, where he is 

ſo evidently foyl'd, a man with com- 
mon aſſurance could not have kept his 
countenance , when he knows his 
own guilt, as Mr Collier moſt dd here, 
and yet as if there was no harm done, 
he the argument m haſte, and 
charitably ſends the Vindicator away 
with his bleſling, which for my part 
I will not mnch _ ell I hear he 


is 


» te, camom 0 hu Ncainp-4 to 4" 


þ the ow from the ſilence a the 


Ak 

foo. He is leaving of his Reply to 
the dormgaewm gang mary the 

e in general, wW - 

oo or two of thoſe who its 
till we ſee ſomething from him more 
to the purpoſe, than he has yet writ 
againſt thoſe Gentlemen , -tho he 
threatens what he will do, we ſhall 
imagin he can do no more; and I be- 
lieve he will be weary of the diſpute 
2s {gon as he fees the Book. we talkt 
of ſome tine ago, which confutes him 
in the ſenſe of Antiquity, and proves 
his obſervations on the Plays of the 
Antient , falſe and malicious z but 
whate yer he does of this najrins far- 
ther, he way be ſure will be anſwer'd 
it 'tis worth it; for the a t wall 
ol bear much more to be ſaid for 
Os Poets have yet thought: ne- 
Yo 

hy h l believe ſome. of thoſe who 
wrote for the Stage, would have faid 
more 3t they could 7 their malice has 
appear'd in their bitter Language , 
which 
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g, that no ps 4 
forcible, + 


tr the 
' their reaſonin 
extraordinary 


—_— all oppoſers. - 
"Bev. For ought I know may 
be againſt the amboriy of the Na- 


tion. 
Sev. When that concerns itſelf in 
the Controverfie, the Vindicators will 
do their beſt to ſatisfy it how far the 
Enemies of the Theatre are miſtaken. 
Bur they can't imagin the authority 
of this Kingdom m_ = impos'd: on by 
Fa&ion” and Prejud that were'to 
affront the jute 0 of; a ; People, whoſe 
Arms htve her in to reſpe&t &- 
_ ver the whole cen and made*thoſe 


Ben. Shall 1. read the remaining 3 Or 
+ Pages of the Defence. 


K 2 Sev. 
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he an aa Np ts ym | 
more of -theſe'- matters, 'when I ſhall 
endeavour to convince. you of the: un- 
reaſonableneſs: of our nga: their 
atrem I ou ever 
obſers'd'w were wail 
 &,'you found they were thoſe who 
knew nothing of the Theatre z and it 
=_ be never ſaw any thing on” a 
Stage, ' above the Drolls in wee oc 
or the: pranks of! a | 
which/to 'be ſure they reckon a berce 
Entertainment, than a well- 
Scene of # Comedy or Tragedy, being 
indeed more ſuitable to thar capacities- 
-conld tell you of ' ſome ' Gentlemen, 
who at the expence of their domeſtick 
Peace and Intereſt, would make a Fi- 
gure'in the world, 'the meannefs of 
whoſe Education added to — wrt 


_ ignorance, ' hardly 
judgeiof a Prans-Mi ar er '2and 


yer > diſguſted with the Dra- 
ma, which': is too ſenſible a'- pleaſure - 
for their narrow underſtandings 'z 'and 
people 'are' alwa "—__ angry ' with! what 
they cannot un Theſe are 


the Enemies of our moſt reaſonable 
di- . 


on 2 Oc. 


_ diverſion z//and} Religions: w this; as 
inall-other - caſes, - made the 
Inſtrament ot their Reſentment, while 
to-ſpeak truth, their Intellefts are more 
injur'd than their Conſciences. Fools 
and Coxcombs were.ever at War with 
Witz: 'tis their -mortal Enemy, and 
they attack tin its moſt tender part, 
when they aflault the Theatre. I- am 
loath to. look into future things, bur 1 
beg'you to mind this, that whenever 
the Controverſy with the Stage ſhall 
| _ umverſa]l, the divifion will notbe 
een the Godly and the Ungodly, 

but between the men of Senſe, and the 
Fools and Fops.: if you reſolve togo 
quite thro with. the Defence, let's haſten 
to | _ out of our way. 

iBev. am; unpatient to converſe 
with yon. on this tbject, tor 1 fancy 
there's a great deal to be faid for re- 
forming Or if chat} is im- 
practicable for ing the Actors. 

Sev If there:could be no reformati- 
on/L ſhould agree with yau, but I ſup- 
pale you are not of that opinion : if 
you-are, I11-do what 1 can to convete 
you, and I believe I bave ſtudy'd this 
Afﬀair more than you have. 
K 3 Bev. 
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ii be-as ſherr as 'poflible 4 and iv hidc 


think you':of the filence-of the.'Sorl- 
Prures,/ 3s this a: warrant for ttar"cort- 
zinnance of Comedy. | 

1:8a0; This puts "the Theatre On an 

"foot with'- other andifferent 

ainen/whickes not'hurtful mn: them- 
elves, ſuch as Bowling; moderate . Ga- 
ming, and Drinking, Muſick, and other 
Diverſions,. which | are not injurious 
to a mans Fortune | or ' Conſcience, but 
by the - circumſtances / that] por 
them, e& 4 

Bev; Every Foreigs ſentence is not ne- 
commended by the ba re mention. 


Save And aw: all OR If 
he contradidts his meaning fo ſoon at- 
ter ?.; Every ſentence is not - recom- 
mended, and who ſaid it was? 'This 
IS recommended,he owns it hanſelf,z6is 
Verſe of Menander's is moral and 
tentious, and without doubt St Paul cited 
it to put the Chriſtians upon their Guard. 
No body inters from St 'Pax{'s uſe of 
one Verie, that he approv'd all that 
Menander writ ; but 'tis natural 'to in- 
fer from-the Apoſtles conſecratingthis 
Verle, by giving it a place in the Goſ- 
pel, 


| 1 Witte” Aa 


po , he approvid of ſome” things of 

| 's,)/and - countenanc'd the 
Comick Writer, by ſerving himſelf -of 
<> Tong _ he was to deliver 
to is 15s an argument 
that a Stage may be allow'd in a Chri- 
ſtian Country, without offence to their 


Religion, when 'tis under the regula- 


tion that the Romar Stage was at firſt, 
and ours ought to be at preſent. 

Bev. 1 affirm that Plays are plainly p 
cotidemn'd m Scripture, Bc. 

Sev. They are no more condemn, 
than the immoderate uſe of any law- 
ful! pleaſure, or the abuſe of. the li- 
berties of Converſation. When Plays - 
are / guilty of Blaſphemy or Lewdneſs 
they are forbidden, becauſe Blaſphemy 
and Swwt ( as he's reſolv'd to call it) 
are condemn'd in general and if a 
man can't talk without talking lewdly, 
he is not allow'd to talk at all ; how- 
ever, 'twould: be extravagant enough 
to infer from thence, -thar- talking is a 
fin. You muſt remember he fad be- 
fore, he was for Innocent Diverſions, 
(ſpeaking of the Stage) and elſewhere, - 
that ſrgularity, cowardice:, &c. might 
do; and yet bere-he affirths, that Plays 
K 4 are 
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YO ET SES % YT wi - 
are * wil / | d'\ tn Sevipture . ;ptu . If 
"A Fl Dibreronitare be'innocent, 
neither can ''Cowardice, Singularity, 
Covetouſneſs, &c. do'on the Theatre , 
and thns he's forDiverſions which Scri- 
* condemns. Thoſe parts of 'Co- 


Peuve "cot 
medy which Holy Writ condemns; are 


things which are every where -unlaw- 
ful, and hejr,coming from the Stage 
would not make 'em fogif they had not 
been ſo before. He'is not long in the 
ſame humour, -fometimes for a Draina, 
{ometimes for none, but I hope in a 
little while no body will much matter 
what he's for, ſince men of the beſt 
ſenſe and beſt Morals that have writ 
this age, aHow and commend-theſe En- 
tertainments. La Bruyere, whom we 
can't quote too often, bemg. a much 
more valuable Author than Mr Colley, 
orthe Bp of Meavx, has frequently 
ſpoke well of a regnlated Stage, and 
ſeems to'worider: how 'tis poſſible that 
ſo fine'a recreation ſhould ' be made fo 
uſeleſs;as'thas been in the hands of the 
Modern Poets. 

Bev. This is plain enough, Plays are 
not priviledg'd to {| what 1s a 
crime"to be ſpoken elſewhere. 
| Sav, 


none -argue for their being an- 
lawful, becauſe there are many more 
which have: not kept within thoſe - 
_—_— after this _ there would 
-be nothing in the world which t 
not to yas ea YN ro 
.cred things -bave been abus'd as often 
_ as the Theatre. Mr Collier has ſaid as 
much to the purpoſe as the Bp. of 
\Meaxx,' whoſe; authority I take to be 
little better: than his own. Molzere's 
Preface: to his L' Impoſtenr is ſo good 
an an{wer to: that Prelate, that nothing 
can be ſaid after it.on the ſubject. 
Bev. You' lookt it over yeſterday, 
pray read it in Ezgliſb, |. am not fo 
perfe&t aMaſter- of theFrench,that I will 
venture-to hear it in the Original, left 
I ſhould not underſtand it AM 
av. 


_ —_—_ == | 
Some. {crupnlous Sparks had 
Archbiſhop. of Paris to forbid Os 
medy. the Stage. Tartuff being a Hy- 
nz who, to an{wer the. II. 
_ abundance. of good thinj 

ſame time that the audience 
him 'to be. a Raſcal. This Moliere 
thought allowable, and. that he err'd 
int no more againſt his Rel: than 
his Art, but the Colliers of thoſe days 
were not of his opinion, they cry'd 
aloud agamſt the wickedneſs of 0 the 
Author, and prevail'd with the Good 
Biſhop to command, that it ſhould not 
be repreſented. The caſe 1s the ſame 
with ours, and the Preface one of the 
beſt I ever ſaw. 

© I know very well what theſe Gen- 

© tlemen ſay in anſwer to this, they in- 
*finuate that the: Theatre ought not 
*to-meddle with ſuch matters. I ask 
* under favor,where they learnt this fine 
« propoſition, which they only ſuppoſe, 
* and can in no wiſe prove. On the 
* contrary , 1t .may without queſtion 
« be demonſtrated, that. the Drama 
* had its riſe from Religion, and was 
*A 


: "A «par of i its Viſteri. T The Spaniards 
ſeldom celebrate a 
, « Fetival om Theatrical re- 
«preſentation, and even amongſt us 
* we derive its Birth from —_—— 

© hood, to whom the Hotel of Burgundy 
*at preſent belongs. This place was 
, ſera part a ny vc for repreſenting the impor- 

ries of our Faith; and 

- are + Pieces NOW Cx- 
* tant, in Gothick Characters, written 
* by a Dr of the Sorbonne. What need 
* have weto go {o far, are not atthis 

« time Monſieur de Cormeille's Religious 
| pr ſhewn there with univerſal ap- 
* play 

F If 'the bulinels of Comedy is to 
* corre& the Vices of Mankind, I know 
* no reaſon why any one ſhould plead 

* priviledge. - This Vice ( Hypocriſy 

* 38 much more dangerous 1n its ow 

Fn than any other, and we have 

the Theatre very ſucceſsful in re- 
* formation. The molt excellent trea- 
* tiſes of Morality,are often leſs power- 
* ful than the ſtrokes of _ No- 
* thing reproves the great rt of 

* Mankind more ho a their 

defects 'Tis a great mortzfication to 
Vice 


LG. 0 Er45 # the Go 
© Vice to be expogd to the laughter of 
* the world: One can ecafily 
* bear with reproof, but can't endure 
* raillery, and moſt men had rather be 
* thought wicked than ridiculous. I 
© am accus'd of putting Phraſes of Pie- 
* ty into the month of my Impoſtor, 
*and how could I have drawn the 
* Character of a Hypocrite without it. 
-* Tis enough, I think, that I let the 
* Audience know the" guilty motives 
*which induc'd him to ſpeak ſuch 
« things ; , and I have forborn other 
* conſecrated terms which I thought e- 
« very body would not care to hear put 
*to an ill uſe. But in the Fourth A&t 
© he delivers'a pernicious Moral, Has 
© not the world heard it often repeated ? 
©I5 there any thing new im/my Come- 
* dy? And 1s there any reaſon to fear 
« that a thing ſo univerſally abhorr'd, 
© ſhonld make an impreſhon ' on their 
* minds ? Have I made it dangerous by 
* bringing it on the Theatre, or given 
*it an authority by putting it in the 
* mouth of a Villain. Sure there's no 
* likelihood of that, and the Age ought 
* either to approve the Comedy of 7 zr- 
* txff, or condemn all-Comedies- This 
*18 


« js what ſome lately have fu- 
« rioully aim'd at, and the Theatre 
* was never betore {o violently attacke: 
© I can't deny but ſeveral Fathers of the 
* Church have condemn'd the Stage ; 
* however, it muſt not be deny'd roo 
© that many of them have handled this 
* ſubje& more tenderly. By which 
© means their authority is divided, and 
* ruin'd by the diviſion. All that can 
© bedrawn from this diverſity of opi- 
* nion in perſons inlightned by the 
* the ſame Revelation is, that they 
© have judg'd differently of the Drama. 
* The one confider'd it in its purity, 
* the other in its corruption, contound- 
© ed with thoſe filthy ſhews, which 
. © were indeed beaſtly repreſentations. 

© In ſhort, ſince we hou diſcourſe of 
— and mw of words, and the 
6 of the oppoſition pro- 
, Coode {ny mifadeatrading b tvs 
*need only draw the Curtain, and be- 
© hold the Stage as 'tis in itſelf, to ſee 
* whether 'tis really condemnable, 
* Without doubt, every one knows that 
* Comedy 1s only an ingenious Poem, 
* which by pleaſant Leflons would 
* correct mens raults. How then can it 


* be 
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* be cenfurt bur 'with injuſtice z be- 
* fides, if we ſhould hear what Anti- 
. quity ſays on this ſabje&, we ſhall 
* find the moſt famous Philoſi 

* have = in praiſe of the Theatre, 
* even thoſe who profeſF the ſevereſt 
* wiſdom, and were inceflantly crying 
* out againſt the Vices of the age they 
*livd in. We ſhall find Ariſtotle em - 
* ploy'd a great'deal of time about the 
* Drama, and took - care to reduce the 
* method of writing Plays into pre- 
* cepts of Art. We ſhall find that the 
« greateſt Heroes, and men of the high- 
« eſt Dignity, have thought it glorious 
* to write them,and ſome who have not 
« diſdain'd to aft in publick what they 
* compos'd in private.That Greece made 
« the Eſteem ſhe had for this Art illu- 
« ſtrious, by the vaſt expence and the 
«Superb Theatres ſhe honour'd it with, 
« and that the ſame Art receiv'd after- 
© wards in Rome extraordinary Incou- 
© fagement.* 1 don't ' mean in Rome, 
« debaucht wnder the liberty of her 
* Emperors, but Rowe when ſtrict in 
* diſcipline under the wi{dom of her 
* Confuls, and when the Roman Virtue 
* was in its vigour. . I own there has 


© been 
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© beety ® time when the Drama was 
Ce 


—_—_— And what is there in the 
* world free from Corruption ? There's 
* nothing, be it never ſo innocent, 
© which men have not made Criminal. 
*No art ſo- wholeſome, whole . good 
*intentions they have not 'reversd. 
* Nothing fo good in irs felt, which 
* they have not abusd by —_ 
*to an tl uſe, Phyſick is an ul 
* Science, and every body reveres it 
*as one of the molt excellent things 
* we have among us. However, -there 
* was a time when 'twas odious, and 
© has often been made uſe of in the Art 
*.of poiſoning. Philoſophy is a gift 
* of Heaven : 'Twas given us to raiſe 
* our Soulsto- the knowledge of a God, 
* by contemplating what is wonderful 
* in nature. Yet we are not ignorant 
* that it has frequently been put to 0- 
* ther uſes, and publickly employ'd in 
* ſupporting Impiety, even the moſt 
, boly things have not eſcapt humane 
, om: ny We ce Villains every 
* day abuſing Piecty, and making: it a 
* means to bring about their wicked 
* deligns ; ,but we can diſtinguiſh aswe 
* ought the men from their Profeſlion. 
* We 


uſe from 
* and as we don't think fit © to- forbid 
yſick, becauſe 'twas onee baniſh'd 
* from Rome nor Philoſophy, tor being 
4 ickly condemn'd in Athens, ſo we 
' d not condemn the Stage, be- 
* becauſe - 'twas- cenſur'd 'at a certain 
* tumez there were reaſons for that cen- 
© fure, which have no foundation now, 
* F know there are ſome men of ſenſe; 
© (continues he a little farther) who. are 
* ſo nice,that they can't ſuffer any Plays 
* whatever, who ſay, that thoſe which 
* are moſt honeſt are moſt. dangerobs , 
* that the paſſions thePoets paint are the 
* more hurtful, the more virtuous they 
* appear, and that the Soul is too much 
*fo by ſuch Repreſentations. I 
* don't ſee where's the harm, if a man 
* is {oftned at the (ight of an: honeft 
* pail I own' the degree of Virtue 
* to which - they would mount us by 
* their extraordinary inſenfibility, is ve- 
* ry exalted, but I queſtion jf Humane 
* Nature a her owh ſtrength is m_w- 
* ble 


HO ne ca 


diedtly. relate to God 
* our Salvation, Plays certainly 


[4 medy- 1 » (360 
Ben. What ſays he afterwards > 
Sev, Only, a jeſt of the Prince of 

Conde's tothe King on his Play. 
Bev. Let us have it. 

Sev. © Eight days after his L Ipo- 

* fleur was forbj a Piece was pre- 

* ſented the Court call'd Scarawouch the 

* Her mit. The King going out, faid to 

* the Prince, I would fain know why 

*the men who are fo ſcandaliz'd at 

* Moliere's Comedy, have not a word 

*.to ſay againſt this of Scarawouch, 

L *The 


EE AE reed he 
Stage. He has buſineſs enonugh on his 
hands with the Biſhop of Cembray, per- 
haps that Controverſy exhauſted all 
his fine: reaſoning, 'tis well for the 
Theatre he was not at -lerſure to deal 
with-at more ſeverely. 

Saw 1 never-could have an extrace- 
dinary -Opinion of men, who are ſo 
extreamly charitable 'to' Hy Y, as 
Mr Cotter is, and'the French Devotee's 
were in'\Moliere's time. I am apt to 
ſuſpect they ſpeak in their own'cauſe, 
and are. not ſo favourable to Hypo- 
crites,, but for the reſemblance there is 
between them. - 

Sav. He tells us he has & preſent ſome 
bujenefs, or he would go on with Mr 
Dennis. 

Sav. I would be: glad to know if 
this Gentleman did not leave it to 0- 
thers 


me | 


Theradverſary maſt excuſe me'for put- 
ing” him'in mind fo frequently of a 
public misfortune which once befel 
m :4t does not at firſt fight look ge» 
nerous to play upon a mans unhappi- 
neſs ;- but while he ſeems to value him- 
ſelf or his error, and infults the Age 
as if he had nothing to anſwer for 
while he exclaims much 
thoſe who have always . defended the 
Government to the utmoſt of their 
. and whoſe Wit has been ever 
ere”--with: its enemies ,- one may 
lawfully remember the World/who this 
man” is. * I'm fure he has' not made 
himſef -an enemy, by affronting the 
Theatre, who wou'd not ſerve the King 
and Kingdom with every thing which 
depends on him4 and tis hard that 
4. man who is the Poets enemy becauſe 
are friends to the Government, 
t | ſhou'd be ſuffer'd to triumph over them, 
- | as he does n all places where his merit 
L 2 1 
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Dicer, where he'dots bis Reader z 
4 flad if you think he has 
munch ' reaſon to rejoyce that he hay 
done with us, as we have that we have 


errors in his Books, and you” have 
ſhewn me ſeveral places where his tile 
is not ſo beantiful as I once thought 
it 
Sev. I always hated _ to cavil about 
words, and could have objted yg 
them -oftner than I have, if I »was 
not aſham'd of fighting with the wind. 
ight have more merry with 
Ris on and pretences to Polite- 
neſs, biit that I am not'of the opinion 
he fays the Poets are, , that laughing 
and pleaſure hat an_wnlimmnted preroge- 
tive ; which for the Grammar. of the 
Sentence 1 ___ fit to make uſe of, 
and. yet this fault is ſo obvious, that a 
School-boy would not have flipe it in 
three Editions of a Book, Other ſach 
miſtakes I could- have troubled you 
with, bad not we found greater in this 


argument. 
Bev. 
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have Right of your fide, what ed 
me.moſt was, to find you were ſo cloſe 
on bugmwate eyes omar we 
haye thought he have underſtood, 
a0d-that you had the beſt of the Argu- 
ment-in matters of Religion. 
;$ev. You need not be ſurpriz'd at 
th, 'tis eafie to perceive how Mr Col- 
ſpends his time in his Cloſet. His 
Lingo: bad as 'tis, is copy'd from 
lays;. he imitates the brisk turn 
of their R in his Sentences, and 
their Wit an his Similies, but imitates 
them ſo awkardly, that at firſt fight 'tis 


- in e to gueſs his Originals. I 


eve he. has read as many. Plays as 
Sermons, and has ſtudy'd Father Hede- 
lin, Rizwer's, Ariſtotle, and his Views 
of Tragedy, Mr Dryden's Pretaces, and 
his. Eflay on | Dramatick Poctry, as 
much as the Fathers or their Succeſſors. 
But no more of Mr Collier. I ſee*'tis 
near Twelve, and I fancy you are pre- 
prd for. your 'Dinner, it the Defence 

not ſpoilt your'Stomach. 

Bev. No fear of that, Sir, you wil} 

find I don't take the matter ſo much to 


L 3 heart, 
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"7 -> Ruftetions on the Stage. 
het 'ths I would indeed never live 
long 1n an error. | 
av» If fo, you muſt not long 
govern'd by Report 5 Fame is as whim- 
fical-as'Fortnne, in the favours ſhe be- 
ſtows on her Votaries. Our Adverſa- 
Ty: is an Example of this ; but ſhe 
ſerves them generally as Fortune ſerves 
her favourites x | ſhe fets them down 
where ſhe takes 'em up, which muſt 
certainly be very pleaſant to thoſe that 
know what the men were, and what 
they deſerv'd in their intervals of repu- 
tation, 
Bev. You go with me to the Play ? 
Sav. 1 have paſt my word, and Lex- 
pet a _ after Dinner,” who Il 
engage ſhall give us his Company, you 
will be pleas'd with his humour and 
worth, I'll aflure you he has no- opi- 
nion of Mr Collier; for either of thoſe 
Qualities, tho he's the beſt natur'd man, 
and a man'of as good ſenſe as any 1 
know.” | 
Bev. His name. 
Sev. You ſhall fee higr, and you will 
then be of of the ſame mind. Come, 
Sir, we are expected. 


Bev. 


TH 


mugen 
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Bev. 1 ſp we. hadinoe ad 


The end of the third Dialogve. 


| The Fourth Dialogue. 


Bevill, Savage, and Beaumont, 
Sev. * Is but three by my Watch, 
| we ſhall be early enough 
tor the , Play two hours hence, after a 
run of eightdays we need not fear be- 
ing too auch crowded. 
Bev. You ſhall dire& me z and I am 
the more willing to fit with you-till 
then, that we may make an end of the 


argument we-engag'd in. 
qv. The Stage, I warrant ye, has 


| been the ſubje& af moſt of the Conver- 


fation of the {wn tor 'this laſt fix 
months. - The ſage:people in the City 
Coffee-Houles. bave laid by their Poli- 
ticks, to conſider how to pull down 
the Theatres, and the very News-mon- 
Lk 4 gers 
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___{&5-have- takert-«wp+ the - diſpute 
; Bev. How fo; Sir, Theae of rocking 
bliſh'd againſt 'the Play+houſe latdly, 
but Mr Collier's Books,” and the Stage 
. Condemm'd. - . | 

Sau, Which they ſay was d 
the Writer of the Flying-Poſft, and by 
the reſemblance there is 1a the ſtile of 
that Paper, and the Book we menti- 
on'd, F am 2m apt to believe it. 

Sev Have you read it ? 

Beax. I ſhould not, bave ask'd you 
ſuch a Queſtion ; if you have feen it 
you.may ſatisfy your (elf,, I am not-fo 
over 1inquifitive, as to give. my ſelf the 
fatigue of reading ſo many impertinent 
Sheets, eſpecially after I had been in- 
torm'd who wrote | them. Iknew the 
Charatter of the Spark before, and was 
ſure-tis not in:+his power':to: do any 
-thing uſctul or agreeable. "0 

Sav. I know him, and tho I never 

 teard til now that 'twas he who gave 
us- the) Stage Condens d;;ryet I can al- 

moſt be. poſitive you are in the right. 

I read '20:o0r 30 pages of his Book, but 

his wretched Arguments, pitiful Stile, 
.and'ill/Manners, tir'd me before I got 
half over. 'em- His affronting. the 
Church 
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verſities, lain "0a: 
this Author a forme 'F DW or 


born on the other fri of th 


think well of the Book; let who will 
write it, - 

Sev. I have not met with one fo in- 
tolerably in the wrong, as to have the 
leaſt favour for this ' Republic'an Let- 
ter Writer, and if you'expett I ſhould 
anſwer what he has ſaid, or any | 
on't, you muſt excuſe me for di 
poin 

oy, © gp Sir, I never it 
from you; we can ſpend our time 
ter, I deſpiſe his performance, as much 
as you can, and eerater fences confound 
him. - © 
» Beax. Hold there, a perſon of his 
Forehead is not eafily corffounded. 

Sz. That's to be ſeen by his Writ 


"'Beo. Well 

| Well Gentlemen, to have done 
with the 'News-monger , - what think 
you after all that Mr Co//zer has ſaid, 
IS 


IJZ ih49: am _ nt _ 


things, .is he not in the —_— ia the 
main ? 

Bean. I can't tell that, and am loath 
to give my opinion of refarming the 
Drama, till I am fure the world will 
be ſatify'd with that : Whatever ertors 
our Comick Writers have been guilty 
of, their Enemies have not yet hit an 
cm, atleaſt on any of the moſt mate- 
* rial. "Tis not in their power to ruin 
'em but by noiſe and force, and thoſe 
who love their pleaſure ag well as I, 
are in the wrong. to give their Enemies 
any advantages Over em, or put wea- 

ns in their hands to hurt chem, If 

Stage ought: to be corrected, the 
men of ſenſe can only put us in a way, 
and they will not ſet abont it while 
there are ſuch , powerful Parties de- 
claring for no Plays at all. 

Bev. am not one of 'em, and ſhould 
be glad to fee. ſome method d 
to keep up both Houſes, without en- 
dangering the virtue of their Audi- 


ences, 
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too to be willing to with 
'em,-if they can be Brod rt 
O offence to Manners or Conſcience. 


has not a good car or a tolerable 
judgment in the art, will cry out a- 
aſt the danger of Fiddles and Haut- 


» That will be ſevere indeed. 

Beew. I think the other is much more 
ſo. Muſick affords all its admirers a 
wonderful delight,when they are truly 
touch'd with it z yet this delight goes 
no farther than an amuſement for the 
preſent. Whereas at a Dramatical Re- 
preſentation the paſſions are wrought 


ſo forcibly, and the Ima 
{> liyely, that the inpreian ack on 

the Audience, and may be advantage- 
ous to them in their Condu& in the 
world. *Tis ſtrange, the Sages are fo 
angry with the Theatre ; are not there 


an 
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mnch more Extravagance, Immorality, 
and, , than the Play-houſes 
are charg'd with. The Stage aims at 
ringing men to their ſenſe, the Ta- 
verns them to loſe the little Rea- 
ſon they have ; and yet they are ſo 
neceſſary in Commerce and : Society, 
that *ewould be monſtrous. to talk of 
prohibiting Wine, becauſe ſome Scow- 
rers have been hang'd for their drunk- 
en frolicks. Beſides, a Bottle is a le- 
veller, a Blockhead can drink as 
much as a man of- Wit, and in moſt 
of thoſe converſations, if there is any 
more reſpe& paid to one than another, 
he that carries off moſt Claret is the 
greateſt man. The Wiſe and Greet are 
ſometimes refre{h'd, and can, debauch 
in the Taverns- without: ſcandal, but 
at the Theatre they would be ſoog diſ- 
coverd, and when they are there, they 
are not treated ſo-tenderly as to engage 
their good word.. Gaming,- which has 


rain'd a thouſand Families of the beſt 
Ex- 


Tax Ki \ 
16” git "timbers of 
'Beggats, 'and tempted "fo 
niny of the-farr to very odd exceſlesto 
ſupport themſelves under their ill for- 
+ tune, is a Vice which every one rails 
at, but no body attempts to get rid 
pa x 


f. 

Sev. «by Duan are ___ , 
complaiſant fort © ple, t re- 
flet on the underſtand! g5 of no man, 
and let others Intelle&s alone as long as 
their own are ſpar'd. But your Wits 
are a malicious Generation, they won't 
forgive a man his foppery, nor let a 
Fool impoſe himſelf any where for aWirt. 
They attack the Coxcombs where-ever 
they G_ ry wal 
Capacities ome, who are thought 
extraordinary men in the Compa- 
nies they frequent. The Fools, and 
Knaves,” Fops, and Hypocrites are by 
much tlie majority, no wonder then 
if men of ſenſe and honour find a mul- 
titnde to oppoſe them. 

Bev. But they are the honeſt men 
and men of Conſcience, who ſet them- 
ſelves againſt the Play-houſe ; who 
are of the opinien that Plays are the 
great inſtruments of Debauching _—_ 
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'Beax.T don't think that an honeſt and 
a ſenſible man can imagin ſo ridiculous 
a thing, as that the are the 
Nurſeries of Immorality,any more than 
other Houſes ſet apart for pleaſare. 
All our pleaſures have been of late cor- 
rupted, even thoſe that were defign'd 
to cure us of our Vices and Follies. 
This proceeds from the licentiouſneſs 
of the Age,and whence that proceeded, 
any who are acquainted with the Li- 
of the Reſtoration can inform you. 
Bev. Well, fince you own all our 
pleaſures are corrupted, you allow the 
Theatre to be guilty with the reſt : 
why then ſhould it not be put down. 
You will not pretend to have it | kept 
up, becauſe there are other places of 
Recreation as dangerous, nor plead the 
loofencſs of our other diverſions to 
vindicate this. 4 8 
Bean. No, Sir, but TI muſt obſerve 
thence, that 'tis very odd for men to 
fall on a pleaſure which may be made 
uſeful, and at the ſame time let others 
remain unattackt,” which can never be 
ren- 


EE caſe thay doe 
want a 


— who Anus to't. As ifthere 
was no way of preventing the ill con- 
ſequence ' of the Stage, bift by forbid- 
ing all Theatrical entations. 

Szv. I don't queſtion but che very 
wiſe, and very zealous people, who 
declare againſt the Drama, have thoſe 
ſentiments, -and believe the only way 
' to reform 'em is to ſilence the Poets. 

' Reav. They may believe what > 16 
will, zeal more than once oy > #- 
thofe very wile people to judge of 
things above rs reach. 

known a bigotted Cavalier ridicul'd 
by a Father of the Church, for his for- 
' wardneſs to corre& the Age, by ways 
that would deſtroy it. If mens Reaſon 
and Religion-don't go together, I ſhall 
not value what they pretend to in 
either. 

Sev. 'Tis pleaſant to hear ſome grave 
ork rail at the Stage, and condema 

that ſpeak for't, when if you ask 
them ſeriouſly, they ſhall own, they 
never read the arguments on 'cither 
ſlide, 


.. Granting the men who. 

the Theatre are as great Dooreh.s apo 
their A8verſaries would make 'em, Fools 
have ſometimes been in the right, and 
*tis no matter if their fear of , or 
their Charity to the Age is the cauſe 
of their averſion, provided their pre- 
tences are well grounded. 

Beax. This Gentleman ſticks very 
cloſe to us, he'll not have the argu- 
ment thrown off ; he brings us to our 
Text, when we have a mind to ramble. 
Tis not that we cannot” defend the 
propoſition we laid down, that a Stage 
1s aſeful, but for. my part I am't ex- 
treamly fond to anſwer obxfions , 
which rather deſerve to be deſpis'd, 
and to take notice of them is to do'em 
too much honour. I would not that 
you ſhould fancy, Sir, I refle& on what 
you have ſaid, I'm ſure you ſpeak o- 
ther mens ſentiments, and not your 
Own- 

, Save My friend is of our opinion, 
ut his acquaintance are all _ 
him z he 6 wot {tudy theſe things 
very often, and talks of 'em now that 
he may know the better how to vindi- 
cate 
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Bev. You'll rey methat;' r delire 
you to continae this difcoarſe.” You 
have heard what makes me fo carijous 
in this Aﬀair, and I may by your alliſt- 
fave myſctf trom a great deal of 
mpertinence for the future. 

Szv.+ Tho I am convinc'd- that a 
Drama is or may be tendred / 
BR as. pleaſant, and that ours, us 
.as''tis, has rotbeen inſtramentsl 
aching the Age, as muchas Ca- 


ming-Houſes and ' Taverns, yet 1 con- 
he wants reformation z however, 


ble. Some are for ſettling Superviſors 
over the Theatre, and | in this they 
have not been over. judicious in their 
choice. If x man pron 6 
try hasa ven'him'to cat and 

gang the Plas te — 


pow 
.;-Bean, There's never. a Play 
which is noe licenc'd 
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one of them has offer'd a Finger for 
half aPage,and a Limb for a whole one, 
and a man may not be willing or able 
at all times to give a reaſon for his 
Criticiſm- He would then be expos'd 


Bev. I am told, one of conſiderable 

rank in Parnaſſus has offer'd his ſervice. 

Bea. Any one who has (uffer'd from 

the Theatre, and every one ſuffers that 

has not ſucceeded there when he has 

attempted it, © 1s not & proper anna = 
M 2 


* be ſcroveriit. "He comes 
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to” his Go- 
vermnent, reſolv'd to treat it as a thing 
which has affronted him, and *twill'be 
hard for the Poets to have their Ene- 
my for their Judge. Let thoſe be Ma- 
ſters of the Stage, whoſe right it al- 
ways was to command it, and'to whom 
'tzs natural for the Authors to ſubmit. 
If they have ſpar'd 'em too much, their 
own Maſters may caution 'em to the 
contrary, who, with a little care, may 
reform our dramatical repreſentations, 
ealier and ſooner than any new ma- 


ers- 
he They take no notice of the ill 
things in our Comedies, fince Mr Colfer 
came out. We have ſeen as lewd a 
a Farce as ever was acted at the Play- 
houſe ſuffer'd to be repreſented there. 

$av. I know what 'you mean z 'twas 
lewd and filly enough © con- 
ſcience, but I have been inform'd by 
ſome of the Houſe, that 'twas Clande- 
ſtinely brought on,and the Character of 
the Play little known, even to thoſe 
who took it ; however, the miſchief 
it did, was not great, and it had much 
ado to keep'up 3 or 4 days. 


Bean, 


Tas gs” 


Reflexions on the Stage. 
-, Bean, 1 all ſuch pieces will 
meet with ory treatment. The fault 
is-more in the Poets underſtanding than 
their Morals, and their Audiences are 
more defective in their taſte of Wit, 
than their approbation of Vice, When 
the Town hall not be pleas'd with 
extravagant thoughts, irregular ſcenes, 
mcoherent metaphors, wild rants, mon- 
ſtrous charaQters, unnatural images, inſi- 
pid as well as brutal humours, Vice, 
Immorality, and Profaneneſs, will ap- 
pear no more at the Theatre. When 
the ſenſeleſs Ballads of one Writer, 
the nnpertinent brisk Dialogues of ano- 
ther , the inſufferable Fuſtian of a 
third, the Alſatiar Converſation, and 
mean rakelly ſentiments of a fourth, 

the confus'd- ifdependent ſcenes of this 
. author, the grimace and poſtures of 
that ſhall be hiſt off the Stage, Mr 
Collier's ſamt, ill manners, and irreligi- 
on, will vaniſh : Then good Senfe, 
true Wit, fine Humour, delicate Raille- 
ry, and polite Converſation, will fup- 
ply their place : Then Fools will be 
expos'd to be laught at, and-not to be 
mutated : Hypocrites will appear in 0- 
dious colours, to adorn the Charatter 
M 3 of 
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Reflexions on the Stage. 
of truly Religious, and fincere Chriſti 
ans, = Kees will make on the 
Stage no better figure than they do af 
the Bar. Tis a difficult task for the 
Poets to take their pictures trom nature, 
and yet to. give 'ema turn that may 
at once delight and in ſtrut. The Wn- 
ters of Farce could never reach this< 
they have all along been clapt for their 
wry mouths and apiſh Geſtures. Their - 
Audiences have laught at their folly, 
they miſtook it for liking their Cha- 
racers, an1 this they have call'd plea- 


ing and taking. Perhaps the 
75 fo has lik'a their vittures,for Bow 
skirk's with the Mob, are preferable to 
Raphaels or Titzqns, but *tis 
rous for the people of ſenſe and condi- 
tion to be direfted by ®the crowd in 
their taſte of Wit, or their favours on . 
the Stage Writers. The multitude may 
at firſt not agree with the men of ſenſe, 
but tho the majority be for a time a- 
gainſt them, 'tis their -prerogative to 
rule, and their ſuperiour. reaſon gives 
them a priviledge to dire the publick 
reliſh in theſe matters, with whom the 
Multitude will in the end certainly fall 
in. If the beſt partof the Town would 
no 


Ribaldry are a Picked, and thoſe who 
write for the Theatre keep. ſuch bad 
pom, aw This is certain, no Poet 
evererr'd againſt Manners or Religion, 
but 'twas at the expence ' of his Art 7; 
thoſe. who know - nothing of it can't 
help erring, for which reaſon they are 
not to be endur'd. But the Maſters of 
the Science will \--ahhe its 
which #cm con er tO pleaſe but 
in order to inſtruct. A Reformation in 
this is neceflary, which time only- muſt 
accompliſh , for mens underſtandings 
are not like their a&ions, ſubx& ta 
Laws, nor any other diſcipline than 
Reproof and Satyr. The Farce-makers 
are in a fair way to impoſe on the 
Town no longer. There are ' more 
good Judges in Poetry and Muſick now 
than there ever were in England. Wit 
declines in all the Southern Nations of 
M 4 Exrope, 


na. 'Tis.txne,. ſome men of better 
& have:deſcended to follow them 

In .many things, which the mad- 
als of Pit, Box, and Gallery has giv'n 
ſucceſs to. But theſe Gentlemen have 
bluſht at their own good Fortune, and 
been aſham'd to be applauded on thoſe 
terms 3 applauſe is - yet 0 ings 
that 


= . 
on gain oor all the height of n- 
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nce, only they had 
not-given themſelves the- trouble to-put 
their thoughts into ſuch 


_ things on the folly of the Poets, and 
ſome things on the licentiouſneſs of the 
The Poets ever follow'd the hu- 
mour of the times.In this they have been 
r00 


re& it; wherein our Comedies, as bad 
as they are, have in ſome meaſure been 
ſerviceable. The Age ' was —_— 
mad- after the foppery of the 
Court, 'which made aburdance- of 
young Fellows ſtudy how to: ontvie- 
one another in tawdty and vanity 
Fops have been the continual ſport of 
the Theatre, aud the name of Bev, 
which was once us'd as a Title of ho- 
nour, 1s enough now to draw the 
Sparks Sword. out of its Scabbard, as 
willing as it -may be to ſtay there. 
' Manners have been much better'd in 
this point, by the tricks thoſe 

in the form of men have play'd on'the 
Stage. Aﬀedation, the ruin of the beſt 
endowments, has grown out of faſhi- 
on, and nature been made the ſtandard 
of our words and aGions. There is 
nothing more ſcandalous, than to ſtand 
out againſt this reproof, and we 'can 
hardly meet with a Coxcomb-daring 
enough to play his fools part 'in pub» 
lick, ſince his Coat has been fo plenti- 
tally cglour'd by - the Poets red and 
yellow. The Grave Sages who are wed- - 
ded 


= _ Dona an the "oy *Y | 
| ded to their Bandsand Trunk-breeches, |} 
OR HOST oC BR ng , 
' but they think} a Reformation -in 
fo-perhaps will moſt who ſhall hear 
this argument. It will ſeem} trivial as 


oy many Judgments have been de- 
nounc'd in Scripture agua wanton or 
ſaperfluous habits; how many Ser- 
mons in all Languages have. been 
t on this ſubj we ſhall not 

have fo little opinion of the good our 
Comedies doin this-particular, as ſome 
men may fancy ; they have brought us 
to a decency in apparel, which, without 
it, I believe could have hardly been ac- 
compliſh'd by the ſeverity of a Law : 
For this has made us willing to. ap- 
like men. We have ſeen, and 
convinc'd, of the weakneſs of the 
French in valuing themſelves on their 
Ribbonds and Feathers,and by common 
conſent are reduc'd to the moſt modeſt 


habit in the world; fo 1nuch might be 
ſaid 


| it, we'll not think of pretending 

to keep it on its preſent eſtabliſhment, 
enleſs it could not be brought into 
þetter order, which is both feafible and 
convenient. I muſt confeſs I had ra- 
ther have this Stage than none at all; 
forT am in hopes that ill Plays and 
Hl Writers will be put out of counte- 
nance more and more every day, eſpe- 
cially if the Author of Love for Love, 
who is giving the world a new Come. 
dy, ſhall continue to write, or ſome 
other Genius take up the Quarrel 
with Vice and Folly. 

Bev. I preceive you lay the ſtreſs of 
the argument on the ignorance of the 
the Writers, and not the lewdneſs of 
the Stage. 

Beax. Moſt certainly. So much has 
been ſaid by the beſt Pens, in vindica- 
ting this kind of Poetry, which __ 
tle prefers to Heroicks, that 'tworſd be 
infamous to queſtion whethef Comedy 
or Tragedy are hurtful in themſelves. I 
can remember the definition of a great 
Critick of both Tragedy and Come- 

dy 


* puniſh'd for his Crimes, after he had 
* for ſeveral years glory'd in his wick- 
*edneſs. It ſhews us, that the favours 
* of Fortune, and worldly Grandeur, 
© are not real bleſlings, when we ſee 
«* an unfortunate Queen, like the Hecw- 
« ba of Exripides, lamenting her Condition 
* in the moſt mournful accents. Come- 
* dy, which 1s the image of common 
* Converſation, corredts publick defetts, 
* by ſhewing the ridiculouſneſs of pri- 
« vate. Ariſtophanes in his Harrangwers, 
* was merry with the fooliſh vanity of 
© Praxaegora, only to cure other wo- 
. * men of their vanity ; and Plates had 
*no other dclign in expoſing the falſe 
* bravery of a Braggo-docio,in his Glo- 
© r;0ur Soldier, but to let- the Roman 
* Soldiers fee in what true Valour con- 
* fiſted. Thus ſays our - Author, and 
et any one jadge then if tha-Drema 1s 
dangerous in it ſelf: There can be.no 
| pre- 
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___ "ep onage. | 
pretence that the Plays of the Ancients 
were more inſtructive than ours, at 
leaſt I'm ſure their Comedies were not 
and'the beſt of | 'em to- be 

on our. woald make but an infi- 
pid entertainment. The Ancients, par- 
ticularly Ariſtotle, have left very. few 
refletions on Comedy, either they did 
not admire that ſort of writing ſo much 
as we do, or elſe the Ridiculous was | 
not t to ſuch -perfeQion.as the _ +- 
have given it, and the /6 much 
more than either ot 'em, or the Latin 
Comick Poets. If our Authors are ex- 
cell'd by Plautzs and Terence in {ome 
things, they have the advantage of 'em 
-1n more Humour which was in a great 
degree unknown to the Rowen Writers, 
is the peculiar Talent of the Engl, 
ptagaabe coſtal ear of Cone 
ay. Yet tho - the Latins were - unac- 


uſe with / this their notion of 
y was quite different from the 
wiſe men of theſe times. Comedia. mul- 
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you ' "What they have done has not 
n excell'd by the moſt ſamous'Eſ- 
fays, written by Mr Collier, or his ad- 
maters; and I nughe drive this a t 
- farther, but they'l1 trell me "tis 4 
ro affront the whole Clergy, woot 


attepe vindicatin the molt innocent 
019 buy perſons fo over-ſerupy- 
this Biſhop, or thoſe whoſe zeal 
is as celeſtial as, Tertwdlian's: Who p 
we ame ads ae led p ther 


cauſe ghe ſame hands are lifted 


bat 1 mehnghrys: whicty we 
to Heaven in our Devotion-. rt 


extractdinaty examples of Vertue z 
to”"ent , er, and make 

works the ues ir of their ho = 
ſhall not give my felt the & TO 
convert any perſons whoſe Conſciences 
are 6 ſqueamiſh, *twill be beſt for: all 
char” dare not- think of Matrimony 
withour bluſhing, nor clap what" they 
N 3 like 


i ry Jer 
ly.; This is ſome of the zeal which! is 
without foundation , and *»hieh-is 
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he Biſhop, but'4 
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fuch long ones; ſo | 

2 as ſome of 'them - are. If "tis | 
becauſe their buſineſs contributes only 
dn lf oe re why is there not here 
as inHoll ard x Box fet upin every Ordi- 
nary, 'to receive the 'alms/'of +the good 
fellows who-carouſe there. Fhe heat 
of the Wine often > 


{our pleaſures, where: there 


ons free from cenſure, —— 


Ine 


FRE 


C 
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Statutes 


Ut 


en it prov'd, that the Drama is riot. 
only lawful-but ufefol, of conrſe then 
the Adors are no otherwiſe cg guar 
for the Crimes which -their folly and 
loofeneſs draw them into.-'- And what 
Society of men is there who carplead 
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- chaſte: but if this isnot preſently to be 
- effected, let us not loſe a 

pleaſant diverſion, becauſe there are in- 
conveniencies attending it. You may by 


the fame rule put down the Wells, and | 


' make Tewbridge and Bath a Deſart, -if F 
x qoud keep up no places where 'tis.proba- 'F 
men and women will intreague. Who - 
/ 18 there that has any knowledge of Bath, 
- Tunbridge or Epſom, that has not heard 
. . of many unaccountable things done there, * 
and as long as the liberty of Converſati- | 
on 1s general at the Wells or elſewhere, 


-there .will be Amours, tilkthe Age'is* 
- 3ts.ſelf grown purer. .We ighe 7s 
x, the 


| For let a man be never ſo 'cxa  ome- 
| --thing may eſcape him in the of a 
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| to believe my ſelf inthe 
extreamly pleasd with 
| entattons. We'have 
had a drug of 'em lately, Women and 
have attempted to divert the 
Town, They have ſometimes ſuc- 
ceeded, which encourages every little 
Rhimer to ſtrat in Buskins. 'I am as 
much a Servant to the fair, as the moſt 
complaiſant, but they have never yet 
 charm'd me on the Stage, unleſs with 
their Aﬀion. I could never-compli- 
ment 'em at the expence of my under. 
ſtanding, and love the Sage too well 
to flatter any one to write for't, that 1 
think can't (ſupport it. , 
Szv. Then you _ would have no. 
body write who is not fortunate '# 
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n- author keeps 10.na- 
 N fel or laſt pleaſe, and in- | 
ſirudion ' will always accompany the 
iT 
You, torgot where, we were to 
'tis near Five, and Fam loath 
to miſs the opportunity of having your | 
company at the Play. 
Sav. 1 am cngagd to go with, you, 


and I would not haye us part now, 


we have ſeen it together. 
Bean, When LOny Ou | twas tO -_ 
the evening with you, apd I thin 


tan't do, i it better, 
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